
September is a big month for 
Kilternan Parish, as we open the new 
Kilternan Centre. This is not a recent 
venture; as you can read inside this 
edition of Klips, the aspiration of a 
new parish centre goes back to the 
early ’60s. Many individuals have 
poured time, energy and resources 
into this project and we are 
thankful.  

Of course, the church is the 
people, and to that extent buildings 
are always secondary. Nevertheless, it 
is precisely because the church is 
about people that the nature of our 
buildings is important to us. A build-
ing gives a church a visible footprint 
on the ground. Those around us 
know where to find us when they 
need us. A building quite literally 
gives us a place within the local 
community. We inhabit the commu-
nity and by doing so we seek to live 
out our mission by showing the gen-
erosity of God. 

We make ourselves present in 
community as Christ makes Himself 
present in us. We get a sense of that 

from Ephesians 2:19–22, So then you 
are no longer strangers and aliens, but 
you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as 
the cornerstone. In Him the whole struc-
ture is joined together and grows into a 
holy temple in the Lord; in Whom you 
also are built together spiritually into a 
dwelling place for God. 

Our buildings also tell a story. 
Sadly, many church buildings are 
overly serious, functional yet un-
inviting, or even abandoned. The 
truth of the story of the Church is 
that God’s invitation is abundant, 
joyful and indiscriminate. Our hope 
is that the Kilternan Centre will be a 

place of welcome for all. It will be a 
physical invitation into a spiritual re-
ality, that reality being that God is 
good. 

The new centre has two parts 
linked by a glass corridor, the refur-
bished old hall and the new centre. 
Its design represents our aspiration 
to value the past and reach out to 
the future. We are firmly rooted in 
the values that this parish has held 
for years, but we are reaching for-
ward to become the community that 
God would have us be. That’s an   
adventure!  

We look forward to launching 
the Gathering Grounds café. This is a 
Monday to Friday drop-in honesty 
café, built on principles of commu-
nity, growth, healing and belonging. 
As well as providing everyone in the 
community with a comfortable 
space for a coffee and a chat, we 
vvexpect it to be a place where 
groups can meet and explore com-
mon interests and concerns.  

We plan to see an increase in 
programmes for young people and 
families, and for groups from across 
the community using the facilities. 
We seek greater engagement with 
culture and the arts. We welcome 
social and spiritual entrepreneurs 
with innovative ideas.  

Many worthy persons over 
decades have shaped this project. 
Thanks be to God. Now that the   
Kilternan Centre has opened, we will 
be mindful of the way in which the 
new building will shape us. Our 
building work may be coming to an 
end but our work has only just 
begun. 

Revd Rob 
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KILTERNAN KLIPS 
Building community, strengthening worship, growing in service 
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The Rector on ...

The new parish centre

The former footprint of Kilternan Parish Centre soon to be transformed and ready to 
shape us (Photo: Ian Elliott).

‘We shape our 
buildings, and 

afterwards  
our buildings  

shape us’    

KKAutumn 2018.FINAL.qxp_Layout 1  04/09/2018  10:37  Page 1



CHURCH SERVICES 
Communion Service at 8:30 unless noted otherwise;  
10:30 services as below. 
 

Sept. 16 Holy Communion with the Blessing of the 
Backpacks  

Sunday Club starts back 

Sept. 23 Opening of New Parish Centre 

Sept. 30 Pet Service 

Oct. 7 Morning Prayer 

Oct. 12 Friday Community Harvest 

Oct. 14 All-Age Harvest 

Oct. 21 Holy Communion  

Messy Church at 4pm 

Oct. 28 All-Age Worship 

Sunday Night @ the Gathering Grounds at 8pm 

Nov. 4 All Saints 

Evening Service of Remembering at 8pm 

Nov. 11 All-Age Service of Remembrance 

Nov. 18 Holy Communion 

Messy Church at 4pm 

Nov. 25 All-Age Worship 

Sunday Night @ the Gathering Grounds at 8pm 

Dec. 2 Advent 
 
CONTACT LIST 
Revd Rob Clements (Rector), rector@kilternanparish.ie, tel. 01-295 5603. 
Annemarie McCleane (Parish Support Worker), office@kilternanparish.ie, 

tel. 01-295 2643. 
Brian Hickey (Youth and Children’s Ministry Coordinator), 

brian.j.hickey@hotmail.com. 
Julie Clements (Gathering Grounds Supervisor and Outreach Worker),  

gatheringgrounds@kilternanparish.ie, tel. 087 203 9516. 
Carol Barry (Parish Reader), carolmbarry@yahoo.ie, tel. 087 636 1530. 
Kevin O’Sullivan (Organist), kevin.caoimhin@gmail.com.  
Graham Jones (Deacon Intern), grahamjosephjones@gmail.com. 
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PARISH NOTICE BOARD
REGISTER 
Baptisms 
We welcome Bobby Edward Lane, 
Connor McLaurin Clydsdale, Luca 
Nath Bhandari, Johannes Patrick 
Geoghegan, Theodore Matthew and 
Jonah George Durso dos Santos into 
the family of God’s church. 
 
Christian burial 
We were all saddened by the death 
of Barbara Sunderland on 20 August. 
Barbara was a much-loved member 
of Kilternan Parish. We remember 
her husband Harry and son David in 
our prayers. Barbara was buried on 
25 August. 
 
Rotas 
The various rotas of the church are 
managed by the following people: 
Cleaning rota: Nikki Cox 

(087 686 8693) 
Flower rota: Sarah Tilson 

(086 854 2967) 
We are thankful for the work that 
they put into this. They are 
frequently looking for additional 
help. If you could assist in one of 
these areas, please let them know! 
 
OPENING OF THE NEW 
CENTRE 
The 23rd of September 2018 is a 
landmark day in the life of Kilternan 
Parish, as we open the new 
Kilternan Centre. As you will note 
from this edition, this has been 
many years in the making. 

The centre will be formally 
opened by Archbishop Michael 
Jackson. We hope to have 
representatives attending from 
community groups, our church 

neighbours, funders, elected 
representatives and past clergy.  

There will be a service at 
10:30am, followed by an unveiling 
of a plaque by the archbishop in the 
Kilternan Centre.  
 
PET SERVICE ON  
30 SEPTEMBER 
This service is a special part of the 
Kilternan schedule. While it is 
sometimes a bit chaotic, it is a 
service that brings joy to many.  

Our pets are important to us. 
They bring us companionship and 
joy, and it is right that we should 
celebrate them and give thanks. The 
animals will be offered a blessing as 
a witness to God’s and the Church’s 
love, care and concern for creation. 

Bring your pets, no matter how 
big or how small. Bring cats, dogs, 
rabbits, reptiles, hamsters, ponies 
(though they might have to stay 
outside) and goldfish.  

Be as creative as you can; I 
promise that the service will be 
short! There might even be a treat 
for them as they leave the church.  
 
SUNDAY CRÈCHE  
We love having babies in church. A 
church without the sound of a few 
babies crying is a church that is 
dying. Nevertheless, we recognise 
that parents might benefit from the 
opportunity on Sunday mornings to 
enjoy an hour in church without 
having to nurse their little loved one 
on the knee. 

In September we plan to 
operate a crèche service on Sunday 
mornings for pre-school children in 
the Kilternan Centre. The crèche 

will run from 10:15am till 11:30am. 
It will be staffed by a trained and 
vetted child-care worker who will 
make sure your child is well cared 
for. 

The crèche operates on the first 
and third Sundays of the month. It 
does not operate during the All-Age 
services, where we would expect 
them to be able to participate in 
their own special way in the service.  

If you would like to drop your 
child off in the crèche, drop by and 
fill in the registration form. Of 
course, you are welcome to sit in 
until your child is settled. There will 
be a basket for donations to help 
keep this initiative sustainable.  
 
LEADER GRANT 
As many of you will have seen in 
the Dublin Gazette, Kilternan Parish 
has received €99,570 towards the 
furnishing and fittings of the new 
Kilternan Centre.  

The LEADER Initiative was 
established by the European 
Commission in 1991 and is a 
method of mobilising and delivering 
development in local rural 
communities. LEADER uses a 
‘bottom-up’ or community-led local 
development approach. The Dublin 
Rural LEADER supports community-
led local development projects 
across the rural Dublin area. The 
programme is the responsibility of 
the Department of Rural and 
Community Development.  

The Parish made a strong case 
that the new centre would be a 
‘hub’ for a variety of activities and 
services in the Kilternan, 
Glenamuck and surrounding areas. 
The centre will address many of the 
strategic actions of the Dublin Rural 
Local Action group. It will increase 
community capacity in terms of 
service provision, and will also 
promote social inclusion, poverty 
reduction and economic 
development through improved 
local facilities and connectivity.  

The grant is not for the 
building itself but for the 
furnishings and fittings. That 
includes everything from tables and 
chairs, kitchen equipment, office 
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equipment, café equipment and 
conference equipment to 
landscaping, portable staging and 
signage. This significant sum of 
money will enable us to fit out the 
new build to the highest standard. 

We are thankful to the LEADER 
funders for their support for this 
application—in particular Nellie 
Horvath, the Rural Development 
Officer, who made many visits to 
Kilternan to support us in the 
application process. 
 
NEW ALTAR FRONTALS 
ARRIVE 

In June we were delighted to 
introduce a new altar frontal 
designed by Mary Cuthbert. Mary is 
a prize-winning member of the Irish 
Guild of Weavers, Spinners and 
Dyers. 

Mary was commissioned to 
design a green altar fall that would 
blend into the colours of the stained 
glass window, add beauty to the 
sanctuary and allow us to see the 
legs of the communion table. The 
design was to be modern but also 
sensitive to its traditional setting. It 
would use the themes of ‘ordinary 
time’, represented by the colour 
green. Keep an eye out for the 
ladybird perched on the stem. 

In due course we will purchase 
three additional falls: one purple for 
use during Lent and Advent, one 
white for Christmas and Easter, and 
one red for Pentecost and Palm 
Sunday. 

This has been funded through 
a bequest left by the late John 
Creswell, who died in 2013. I never 
knew John, but I believe he was a 
great thespian and lover of the arts. 
I think that this is a fitting way to 
honour his memory. 

NEW SIGN 

In 2013 Mrs Elizabeth (Liz) Irvine 
and Mrs Rosemary Ruttle kindly 
sponsored a new church sign in 
memory of their beloved husbands, 
Laurence and David respectively.  

The sign is now in need of 
updating with the times for a new 
midweek service and with the new 
parish logo. The shape and structure 
of the sign will remain, but it will 
have a new look as we catch the eye 
of Kilternan passers-by.  

 
BLESSING OF THE 
BACKPACKS AT 10:30AM 
ON 16 SEPTEMBER 
Nothing represents starting back to 
school more than the new 
schoolbag. This bag or backpack will 
be with your child all year. It will be 
filled with books for learning, food 
for sustenance and items for play.   

At the start of the school term, 
we would like to invite children to 
bring their backpacks to church, and 
we will have a prayer of blessing 
over them. 

We will do this at the start of 
the church service, and then the 
children are free to leave the service 
and participate in the launch of 
Sunday Club.   

Pre-school children are also 
invited to bring a bag with them, 
and if any grown-ups want to bring 
their briefcases they are welcome.  
 
GATHERING GROUNDS 
CAFÉ 
The summer holidays are ending 
and hopefully, with our ample dose 
of vitamin D, we are all feeling well 
equipped to return to term time. 
The Parish Centre and the 
Gathering Grounds are so close to 
completion. While I had hoped that 

the café would be open for the start 
of school, we will have to be patient 
for a little longer. But it will be well 
worth the wait! Once we have the 
go-ahead, we are ready to move into 
this stunning new building and 
beautifully lit space that will 
become the Gathering Grounds. 
Thanks to Rob’s work on the 
LEADER funding grant, we have 
brand-new tables, chairs and sofas, 
as well as outdoor seating. J.J. 
Darboven will be our coffee 
provider, also supplying a selection 
of Ellie’s teas. Our baristas will be 
trained up and volunteers equipped 
to serve on demand. And new 
volunteers will always be welcome, 
so don’t hesitate to get in touch!  

August 2018 marks my tenth 
year of living in Ireland. Quite a bit 
has changed in my life and in my 
outlook on life in those ten years. If 
I could compare my baking history 
to a browser history, I think it would 
tell a story of my time in Ireland. 
When I first moved here I was 
desperate to find a pancake recipe 
that would replace my beloved 
Bisquick pancakes that I would no 
longer have in Ireland. With 
perseverance, after trying several 
recipes, I found the one. This same 
process happened with chocolate 
chip cookies. Once I had mastered 
some of the recipes essential to my 
survival in Ireland, I moved on to 
trying to make some of the newly 
found tastes I had discovered in 
Ireland, like a crumble, a sponge 
cake and an Irish scone. I love a 
good Irish scone and my many 
failed attempts in the last ten years 
have brought me great frustration. 
With the prospect of the Gathering 
Grounds around the corner, I felt 
pressure mounting; if I could only 
figure out how to do this, it would 
make the dilemma of where to 
source scones go away. I am happy 
to say that this morning I did it! I 
made an Irish scone. It only took 
ten years! While my pancakes and 
chocolate chip cookies may be 
better, thanks to Mary Berry I can 
make a satisfactory scone for the 
café. 

As for other baking and treats 
on offer in the café, I would love it if 
parishioners baked at home and 

NOTICE BOARD

The new altar frontal.
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shared their creations with the 
community through the café. I 
envision cloches on display, with 
small signs crediting the baker. I 
know that Kilternan is full of 
talented bakers. I remember that at 
the reception put on for Rob when 
we first arrived in Kilternan, all of 
our Enniskillen attendees—normally 
prideful in their kitchen 
productions—were taken aback by 
the level of baking delights 
produced on the day. So don’t be 
shy!  Let me know if and when you 
are able to make something for café 
use.  

You can reach me at 087 203 
9516. 

Julie 
 
SUNDAY NIGHT @ THE 
GATHERING GROUNDS 
This is a new expression of church 
within the service schedule of 
Kilternan.  

We celebrate the traditional 
forms of Anglican worship in 
Kilternan. We also recognise, 
however, that those expressions of 
worship are not the only way for 
everyone. This is nothing new. The 
Church of Ireland has been in a 
process of ‘reimagining’ church and 
exploring new ways of being 
church. Our bishop has been very 
supportive of what has been 
described as ‘fresh expressions of 
Church’ or ‘pioneering ministry’. 

Sunday Night @ the Gathering 
Grounds is a monthly expression of 
church that will be held in the 
Kilternan Centre. We will gather 
around tables and enjoy good coffee 
and good company. There will be 
music, some reflection and 
hopefully some inspiration. Plenty 
of time will be given for people to 
talk about matters of faith and life. 

This is open to everyone. If you 
are someone embedded in the 
traditions of the church but would 
like to experience something a bit 
new, come along. If you are new to 
church but find the idea of a church 
in a café interesting, see what it’s 
like. 

The first one is scheduled for 
28 October at 8pm. 

 
 

SOUP GROUP @ THE 
GATHERING GROUNDS 
STARTING  
The senior adult ministry of 
Kilternan Parish seeks to further the 
mission of the parish by building 
community, strengthening worship 
and growing in service. 

Every Tuesday from 12:00pm 
there will be a soup and bread lunch 
for seniors. This will be held in the 
Gathering Grounds Café in the 
Kilternan Centre, a comfortable 
setting for a chat and a bite to eat.   

To cover the basic cost of food, 
we are recommending a donation of 
€3, but no one will be turned away 
if they don’t have money on them. 

On the last Tuesday of every 
month, there will be a speaker on an 
issue of local interest and concern. 
This will follow directly after the 
lunch. The season begins with a 
short concert by Ann Walsh on 25 
September. Ann is a former harpist 
with the RTÉ Concert Orchestra. 

We are grateful to Dún 
Laoghaire Rathdown County 
Council for helping to fund this 
initiative.  

For those who might be 
interested, there is a church service 
before the lunch, from 11:30am till 
12:00pm. 

 
MINDFUL MONDAYS @ 
THE GATHERING 
GROUNDS 

It’s good to start the week well. 
Every Monday from 8:30am till 
9:00am, starting on 24 September, 

there will be a short time of 
Christian mindfulness. 

We live in an age of endless 
distraction. Christian mindfulness is 
a call to pay attention and to be 
present. As we begin another week, 
we ground ourselves in meditative 
prayer. Can you think of a better 
way to start the week? 

We are encouraging parents 
who drop off children at school, 
individuals on the way to work or 
anyone who wants to begin the 
week in prayerful silence to join us 
in the Kilternan Centre. 

You don’t have to be a member 
of the church to participate. We 
hope that people of all traditions 
and none may join us for a time of 
steered silence. 
 
MIDWEEK SERVICES 
If you are around on Tuesday 
morning, come and join us for a 
short service of worship from 
11:30am till 12:00pm in the church. 
This will be a service of either Holy 
Communion or Matins, depending 
on who might be available to lead it. 

This will be a reflective service, 
and we hope that people will join us 
afterwards for soup and bread and a 
chat in the Gathering Grounds. 
 
MUSIC NOTES 
Ever thought about joining a choir? 
Now is the best time to try. 

The Kilternan Parish Choir is a 
fantastic place to sing and make 
music, and we’re a pretty friendly 
bunch too. While a previous 
background in music is helpful, 
with the new Voices for Life 
programme there are no barriers to 
joining. Our choir is about coming 
together, meeting friends and the 
sheer joy of singing. And we get to 
do this as a part of keeping the 
culture of good music going in the 
Parish. 

We start back on Tuesday 4 
September at 8pm in the brand-new 
Parish Centre (or in the church if it’s 
not ready). Come along and try out. 

 
‘Music and singing have always 
made me happy, and doing both 
with great friends is the icing on 
the cake!’—Lynda Roberts 
 

NOTICE BOARD
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‘As I have been singing since I 
was five years old, I am still 
singing now. It is a lovely thing to 
do, especially in church. The 
music we learn I think is 
beautiful and we have great fun 
learning it. After we have coffee 
and a chat. Today everybody is 
being encouraged to join a choir, 
young and old, so why not join 
our friendly choir?’—Adrienne 
Carroll 

 
The Junior Choir is also 

looking for new members. Any 
children from 2nd Class up are 
welcome to join. We meet in the 
Parish Centre on Tuesdays and 
Fridays from 8:15am to 8:45am. The 
choir also enjoy movie nights and 
BBQs, and have performed on TV 
and been recorded. Many exciting 
opportunities for young singers! 

We start back on Tuesday 4 
September. Any aspiring new 
members should get in contact with 
Kevin through the Parish Office. 

 
‘Did you know that singing is a 
natural antidepressant, releasing 
endorphins into our bloodstream? 
I genuinely always feel in better 
form after singing!’—Linda 
MacWilliam 
 

NEW CHORAL 
SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME 
A wonderful opportunity has arisen 
for those looking to greatly improve 
their singing and musical abilities. 
Scholars receive will personal vocal 
tuition from the Music Director in 
return for singing at services. 
Scholars will have opportunities for 
solos at special services and will 
work towards a Scholars’ Recital in 
May, when they’ll perform as a 
group and individually. 

Scholars will be encouraged to 
take part in vocal competitions and 
vocal exams at the discretion of the 
Music Director. 

The Scholarships are open to 
all from the age of thirteen upward. 
One need only be interested in 
making a commitment to bettering 
oneself as a musician to apply.  

Some music experience is 
expected, though not a 
requirement.  

Please email Kevin at 
kevin.caoimhin@gmail.com for 
queries. 

Auditions to be held mid-
September.  

 
KILTERNAN PARISH 
LAWN TENNIS CLUB 
As building works come to an end, 
members are looking forward to 
enjoying the new facilities in the 
Parish Centre. With no floodlights, 
all summer players have turned up 
earlier and earlier for evening play, 
and there has been some very 
enjoyable tennis. Ladies’ Monday 
morning play, followed by home-
made goodies, continues to be 
popular, and a team will take part in 
the upcoming ‘friendly league’. 

All Summer and Mixed League 
matches were played ‘away’, but 
there will be home matches for 
Senior League (Sunday afternoons) 
and Floodlight League (midweek 
evenings) again after a break of 
sixteen months. 

The annual club 
championships, cancelled in 2017, 
will be played from 10 September, 
with finals on Saturday 13 
October. Finals day will round off 
with our first social event in the 
new parish building. 

The club AGM is planned for 
Wednesday 14 November. 

Applications for family or 
single membership are always 
welcome!  

Mary White, Hon. Sec. KPLTC, 
087 987 7377 

 
NEW KILTERNAN 
PARISH TABLE TENNIS 
CLUB  
Following expressions of interest 
from many parishioners, we are 
delighted to announce that we are 
forming an Adult (18+) Table Tennis 
Club in the new Kilternan Centre. 
We welcome new members of all 
abilities, with the emphasis very 
much on social play—and fun! 

The Kilternan Parish Table 
Tennis Club night will be on 
Wednesday evenings between 8pm 
and 10:30pm, commencing in 
October 2018. Please contact Irwin 
Johnston by email or text message if 
you are interested in joining. We 

would love to hear from you as soon 
as possible!! 

Irwin Johnston—email: 
irwincjohnston@gmail.com /  
086 607 5357. 

 
MUSIC ACADEMY 
OPENING IN THE 
KILTERNAN CENTRE  

Victoria Johnston (BMus., MPhil., 
Dip.LCM) is delighted to be opening 
‘Highfield Academy of Music’ in the 
new Kilternan Centre, commencing 
from October 2018. 

Victoria will be offering 
individual piano, singing and 
theory lessons for all levels, and all 
ages are welcome!  

Victoria is a multiple award-
winner in piano performance and 
composition. She also has extensive 
singing experience, having sung 
with several of Ireland’s leading 
chamber choirs, and has previously 
received a vocal scholarship from 
Trinity College Dublin. 

For enquiries call Victoria on 
083-875 2277. 
 
CELEBRATION 
One Saturday in August, John and 
Audrey Keeley picked me up and we 
set off to Cavan town to celebrate 
Nonie Townsend’s [née Franks] 
100th birthday. 

Nonie is the last surviving sis-
ter of the Franks family, who lived 
in Kilgobbin and may be remem-
bered by some parishioners. She has 
been living in a nursing home close 
to her brother and his family. Bobby 
and his wife hosted lunch in the 
local hotel for family and friends. 
After lunch we headed off to the 
nursing home, where Nonie greeted 
us all by name, blew out some can-
dles and offered us all tea and cake. 

NOTICE BOARD
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She had been born in Canada, so 
had a letter from Queen Elizabeth 
and other Canadian signatories, as 
well as a cheque and letter from our 
own president. She was pleased to 
see us and particularly delighted to 
have made the 100, as her own 
mother died a few days before her 
100th. Congratulations, Nonie, you 
gave us all a day to remember. 

Caroline Kennedy 
 

FLOWER ROTA 
There have been a few ‘blips’ with 
church flowers recently (including 
myself, and I have to give a huge 
thank-you to Audrey for keeping 
me on the straight and narrow!).     
I realise that I have been slightly 
remiss in reminding people of their 
dates by phoning/texting each 
week. To be honest, the summer 
has been busy with family visitors 
etc. and church flowers just went 
clean out of my mind! Most of you 
should have a copy of the rota but 
for those who don’t, here is the list 
for the rest of the year: 
 
SEPTEMBER  
2nd Dorothy Elliott         
9th Suzanne Storey       
16th Heather Burnett     
24th Clodagh Bowen      
30th Monique Tomkins   
 
OCTOBER     
7th HARVEST 
14th Open 
21st Mary White            
28th Ella Tyrell                
 
NOVEMBER    
4th Ann O’Neill              
11th Ann Burnett  

(Remembrance Sunday) 
18th Katherine Duignam  
25th Kerry Byrne                
 
DECEMBER      
2nd Jane Newell  
9th Sue Cook              
16th Sarah Tilson  
23rd CHRISTMAS 
30th CHRISTMAS 
 
Please could you check your date 
and, if it does not suit you, swop 
with somebody else. I am stepping 
down from organising the flower 
rota at the end of the year and I am 
looking for someone to take over 
the job. Please contact me if you 
would like to oblige!  
Sarah Tilson 

MAKING 
CONNECTIONS AND 
SHARING STORIES 
Rachel Phelan, historian and textile 
conservator, is currently undertak-
ing repair and conservation work on 
our altar frontal and supra-frontal. 
These beautiful pieces feature blue 
silk and metal threadwork embroi-
dery, decorated with white lilies in 
silk floss thread. Although enjoyed 
and appreciated for many years, 
their constant use over the years has 
meant that considerable repair and 
conservation work was required. 
This conservation project received 
funding from the Heritage Council 
in 2018 and Rachel presented a talk 
about this work for Heritage Week. 

The ‘Sharing Stories’ focus of 
Heritage Week this year set out to 
explore the ‘Make a Connection’ 
theme of the European Year of Cul-
tural Heritage. In her talk on 24 Au-
gust in Kilternan, Rachel explained 
the complex technical repair and 
conservation work on these artefacts 
and also brought her very consider-
able skills as a historian to bear in 
exploring their origin—very much 
in tune with the ‘making connec-
tions’ theme. 

Rachel explained some of the 
technical work required in textile re-
pair and conservation—in lay terms! 
This long and intricate process, in-
volving cleaning, removing previous 
repairs (where possible), realigning 
loose threads and consolidating the 
ground fabric, is complete for the 
supra-frontal and is in progress for 
the altar frontal. The treatment plan 
for the altar frontal needed modifi-
cation as a result of some previous 
repairs. Notwithstanding this, both 
elements will be greatly improved, 
making it possible to display the 
altar frontal and perhaps also, 
Rachel suggested, enabling (very) 
occasional use on special days. 

We previously wrote that it 
would be wonderful to find out 
more about the origins of the altar 
frontal and how it came to be gifted 
to the church in Kilternan. Mary 
White and Ann Walsh were able to 
provide Rachel with information. 
Following a conversation with 
Robert Myerscough, current presi-
dent of the RHSI, it transpires that 

his grandfather Fred Myersough—
who, with his wife Marie, is buried 
in the graveyard—gifted the frontal 
to our church in the 1940s on foot 
of his horse winning at the Irish 
Derby in 1943. As a result of this 
great success, he commissioned the 
Anglican nuns in Sandymount to 
create this altar frontal which we so 
deeply appreciate in Kilternan; in 
addition, Robert thought that an-
other frontal was donated to St 
Patrick’s Cathedral. 

Rachel added this information 
to her own research into the frontal 
and its origins. She intrigued and 
enthralled us as she revealed her re-
sults, even discovering the name of 
the horse that won—Phoenix. She 
also told us about the school of em-
broidery run by the Anglican nuns, 
who were clearly extremely skilled. 
Through her extensive research, 
Rachel ascertained that there was in-
deed another altar frontal commis-
sioned from the nuns in 
Sandymount by Fred Myerscough, 
although no trace of this was found 
in St Patrick’s Cathedral. Rachel has, 
however, discovered an altar frontal 
very similar to our own, although 
more elaborate, in Christ Church 
Cathedral! 

Rachel intends to write up this 
discovery and her very interesting 
historical research into the school of 
embroidery in Sandymount. For the 
moment her attention is focused on 
completing the conservation work, 
for which there is a strict deadline. 
We look forward to her detailed ac-
count and are truly blessed to have 
found in Rachel not only an expert 
professional conservator but also a 
dedicated and determined re-
searcher who has made very many 
connections for us in Kilternan. 

NOTICE BOARD
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Julie Clements—Gathering 
Grounds Supervisor and 
Outreach Worker 
 
Julie is well known to most people 
in the parish. This summer she 
took on a role within the parish as 
the Gathering Grounds Supervisor 
and Outreach Worker. 

The Gathering Grounds Café 
works in tandem with Kilternan 
Parish, reaching out to the local 
community. It is located in the 
Kilternan Centre and provides a 
focal point for a variety of 
programmes and community 
services, as well as offering quality 
coffee and a place to stop and chat. 
At the core of the Gathering 
Grounds is the desire to facilitate 
community, belonging, growth and 
healing. 

Julie will manage the running 
of the café, including ensuring that 
all necessary policies and 
procedures, rules and compliances 
are followed. She will manage and 
support a team of volunteers and 
develop a variety of outreach 
programmes, including a play café 

for toddlers and their carers, a 
senior lunch club and the meal 
train initiative, which will be 
organised through the Gathering 
Grounds. 
 
Julie, tell us a bit about yourself. 
I once worked as a barista in 
Seattle, WA, while earning a degree 
in Psychology from the University 
of Washington. While I went on to 
complete a master’s degree in 
Counselling Psychology and work 
in community mental health, I 
dreamed of combining the coffee 
shop culture with 
psychology/mental health/well-
being. When the opportunity 
presented itself in Kilternan, I 
couldn’t pass it up.   
 
Why should we be excited about the 
Gathering Grounds? 
The Gathering Grounds will be a 
beautiful and relaxing space for all 
people in the community. It will be 
a place for people of all ages. It will 
be a place where people feel they 
can be their imperfect selves and 
still belong. It will be a place for 
growth, through intentional 
gatherings, conversations with a 
friend, reading a book or using the 
space to get a bit of work done. And 
hopefully, through community, 
belonging and growth, we feel safe 
to wear our brokenness and find 
healing. And we’ll bring you an 
excellent cuppa.  :) 
 
What are your hopes for the Gathering 
Grounds? 
People need other people. And in 
the society in which we are all 
living today we are being separated 
by technology. While our use of 
phones, social media and other 

means of electronic 
communication gives us the 
illusion of being in relationship 
with others, I think we can all agree 
that it is not the same as talking 
face to face. My hope for the 
Gathering Grounds as a church café 
is to provide excellent coffee and a 
comfortable space where people 
can meet people from their 
community.   
 
What makes the Gathering Grounds 
different from any other coffee shop? 
Maybe the biggest difference people 
will notice about the Gathering 
Grounds is that we will be an 
honesty-box café. There will be 
prices listed for the various items 
on offer, but there will be a box for 
people to put money into instead 
of handing it over to a person. 
There are two reasons for this. First, 
I think that people should have a 
place to come regardless of their 
income; therefore, if someone is 
having a bad day or not able to pay 
on a particular day, it’s on us. If 
you’re having an excellent day and 
would like to pay it forward, put in 
a little extra. Second, I think that 
people need and want to be trusted. 
I hope it works! 
 
How can we get involved? 
The Gathering Grounds will rely on 
volunteers to be open. I would love 
a large pool of volunteers to make 
this possible. If you are able to 
volunteer for a four-hour shift a 
month, or more, please give me a 
call!   

And, of course, we would love 
your business!   

FEATURE

STAFFING NEWS 
 
 
We are taking on a new outreach worker, a youth and children’s ministry coordinator and a deacon 

intern. Rob Clements has interviewed the new (and familiar) faces who will be joining the parish to 

undertake these challenging ministries with us.  
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 What are your hopes for the youth 
and children’s programme in 
Kilternan?  
I’m very simple when it comes to 
this sort of question. I dream of 
changing the world in some way or 
another. Doing the work I will be 
doing, I hope that through good 
discipleship and proper investing in 
the youth and children within 
Kilternan that dream might start to 
look a little clearer, and the world 
that I live in can be changed one 
small step at a time! So hold on, it’s 
going to be awesome! 
 
How can we support you in the work 
you will be doing?  
Pray for me! Although I am 
entering into work that I am 
confident in doing, I am entering 
into a new community without 
really knowing anyone. Pray for my 
relationships with the community 
as a whole, not just the young 
people with whom I will be 
working. Help me make Kilternan 
my home and not just a place 
where I work. 

Graham Jones—Intern Deacon 
Graham has joined us as our Intern 
Deacon. He will be with us for four 
days a week until June 2019 as he 
finishes his theological training. 
While the Deacon year is primarily 
a year of learning for Graham, we 
will benefit greatly from his skills 
and ministry. Welcome the Jones! 
 
Graham, tell us a bit about yourself. 
I am married to Louise, and we 
have three daughters: Rebecca (13), 
Amelia (10) and Romy (8). Louise 
and I will celebrate our fifteenth 
wedding anniversary in September. 

I qualified as a lawyer in 2003 and 
was in practice until 2011. During 
my time training to be a lawyer and 
practising, I volunteered in two 
youth ministries run by our home 
church. It was from this experience 
that I saw up close the effects of 
social and educational disadvantage 
in our society. This spurred me on 
to leave law in 2011 and help set 
up the Solas Project, a community 
development organisation based in 
the inner city.  
  
When did you first discover your 
calling to ordained ministry? 
Towards the end of my time with 
the Solas Project I had a growing 
sense that God was calling me into 
leadership within His church. 
When I explored this further, 
through prayer and conversations 
with Louise and trusted friends, I 
knew that we had to follow God’s 
prompting. This was very exciting 
but also very challenging—not just 
because of the uncertainty but also 
because of how much I loved what 
I was doing with the Solas Project.  
  
What have you learned about yourself 
and about your faith since you’ve been 
preparing for ministry? 
I have really enjoyed the training 
so far and have been very engaged 
by the content of the various 
academic modules, together with 
the experience of each placement. I 
am very thankful that I have this 
opportunity to deeply consider and 
wrestle with matters of theology 
and ministry. Through the various 
aspects of my training, I have been 
most struck by how everything 
points to God’s desire to redeem all 
of creation, and how all of us are 
called to join in with God’s plan 
and play our part. 
  
What do you hope to learn from your 
time in Kilternan? 
I am really looking forward to 
starting my Deacon year in 
Kilternan, and helping where I can. 
It is a very exciting time for the 
parish with the completion of the 
Community Centre, and so it is a 
real privilege to serve at this time 
and see how God moves through 
this resource in this next season.  

Brian Hickey—Youth and 
Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator 
We are pleased to have Brian join 
the staff team as our Youth and 
Children’s Ministry Coordinator. 
Brian will be with us for twenty 
hours per week, helping us to grow 
our youth and children’s 
programme. He will be involved in 
our current Sunday Club and Messy 
Church programme, but he will 
also have the task of developing 
our ministry to teens. 
 
Hi, Brian. Tell us a bit about yourself. 
I’m 25 years old and live in 
Blackrock. I love all things ‘Marvel’ 
and ‘Doctor Who’ (don’t judge!!). If 
there is a sport to be played, I’m 
usually in and around it. I like to 
remain as active as possible. For the 
last few years I have been serving in 
my local church Urban Junction, 
where I started to learn more about 
God. That same church is what got 
me involved in youth ministry. 
 
What made you want to be a youth 
and children’s worker?  
Since I was about fifteen or sixteen 
I have been volunteering in my 
church, doing youth programmes. 
During this time I realised how 
much I enjoyed working with 
youth. It was about this time that I 
started really considering Jesus and 
His message and got very interested 
in that. I felt that I didn’t have the 
necessary training to do this line of 
work, so when I turned twenty I 
decided to go to the Irish Bible 
Institute and study applied 
theology and youth ministry.  
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M I S S I O N  AT  H O M

Mellon Educate Group teaching blitz in which our own Clara Richardson 
participated (see page 12).

Pictured at Team Hope’s summer camp in Romania (page 13).

RHard at work at the Habitat for Humanity fortnight in Romania (page 14).

M
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M E  A N D  A B ROA D

The Junior Choir BBQ in the Rectory grounds.

Rainbow fun at the Mellon teaching blitz (page 12).

Messy picnic fun.

Pictured at Team Hope’s summer camp in Romania (page 13).

Fern Jolley being introduced to the bees (see page 17).
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I would like to thank Revd Rob, 
my family, friends and all the 
parishioners who encouraged, 

supported and helped me so gener-
ously in any way to go to Cape 
Town this summer. 

I travelled as part of the Mel-
lon Educate group to Cape Town, 
South Africa, to volunteer in their 
second teaching blitz. The charity 
has committed to a ten-year educa-
tion development programme to 
provide a better education and 
hope for the future. This commit-
ment involves working in collabo-
ration with local school 
communities. There is a specialist 
team employed to support schools 
and run initiatives all year round, 
e.g. I attended a graduation cere-
mony for parents who had com-
pleted a ‘Wordworks’ course. For 
many of these graduates, it is a first 
step to continuing their own jour-
ney in adult education. The annual 
building blitz also takes place in 
November, working to upgrade fa-
cilities in schools.  

The teaching blitz involved 42 

teachers, from Ireland and the UK, 
volunteering to support teachers 
and schools for two weeks in Cape 
Town. The volunteers worked in 
seven different schools (five pri-
mary and two post-primary) in 
township areas.  

This school is situated in the 
township of Khayelitsha. Khayelit-
sha is the largest township in Cape 
Town, with about 500,000 inhabi-
tants, with 70% living in shacks. 
My team was working in Sobam-
bisana Primary School. Sobam-
bisana has 1,200 pupils, with four 
of each class level. Most classes 
have 40–50 pupils in each room! 
The school is a safe place for the 
pupils, away from many of the dif-
ficulties and dangers they may face 
at home. A team of kitchen workers 
provide a hot meal for every child 
each day, and they go home with 
an apple and a carton of milk.  

I saw first-hand the challenges 
these children experience every day 
when I went to visit a home of one 
of the pupils of the school. Her 24-
year-old sister now looks after three 

younger siblings, as both parents 
have died. They live in a small 
shack which has no running water 
and three of the siblings share a 
mattress. Seeing this proved how 
difficult it can be to get to school, 
let alone to be there on time and 
wear a clean uniform, which they 
manage to do. 

On our first day, as we entered 
the township, we saw hundreds of 
children walking to the different 
schools along the streets, waving as 
we drove past. The welcome we re-
ceived at the school that first morn-
ing was amazing—so much singing, 
dancing and smiling!  

The two weeks flew by; I was 
mainly working in the reception 
(infant) classrooms, with other vol-
unteers working in some of the 
other classes. Our team worked 
alongside the South African teach-
ers to introduce some active learn-
ing methodologies that are so 
widely used in Ireland but not gen-
erally practised in their schools. 
The team modelled lessons in a va-
riety of subject areas using a range 
of strategies, such as station teach-
ing, team teaching and cooperative 
learning. The teachers here are 
dealing with an overloaded curricu-
lum and many home difficulties, so 
it was important to listen to and ac-
knowledge the challenges they are 
facing and help them to see the 
positives in their own classrooms. 
In addition to working in the class-
rooms, we hosted workshops after 
school for the teachers, focusing on 
particular areas identified by the 
school. Many resources were 
brought from Ireland and were very 
gratefully received by the school.  

After finishing the two weeks 
in Sobambisana, I found the con-
trast of South Africa quite shocking. 
Our 30–40-minute bus journey 
took us from the splendour of Table 
Mountain to the poverty and hard-
ship of the township. Yet despite all 
the challenges experienced by the 
children there is hope and they 
continue to smile, sing and dance. 
As Nelson Mandela said, ‘Education 
is the most powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the world’. 

  
See additional pictures on pp10–11. 

FEATURE

MELLON EDUCATE—
TEACHING BLITZ 
2018  
 
 

By Clara Richardson 

KKAutumn 2018.FINAL.qxp_Layout 1  04/09/2018  10:37  Page 12



13 | Kilternan Klips | Autumn 2018

This was little Ovidiu’s re-
sponse when I asked him how 
he had enjoyed his week at 

Team Hope’s summer camp in Ro-
mania. It had been the very first 
time that Ovidiu had left his home, 
his village, and travelled on a train 
to the mountains in Transylvania 
for a holiday of a lifetime. What an 
adventure! 

At the end of June, six volun-
teers and I travelled to Cluj in Ro-
mania for an action-packed seven 
days’ camp with 35 children aged 
between eight and thirteen years. 
Team Hope’s partners are Christian 
social workers based in the city of 
Cluj and they work with poor fami-
lies in surrounding towns and vil-
lages. 

It was the smallest team that I 
had ever taken on a summer camp 
and everything was planned in great 
detail beforehand. The previous few 
months had been really busy prepar-
ing for camp. We planned our Jesus 
Discovery Time, choosing songs, de-
ciding which Bible stories we would 
tell along with drama; we planned 
all the sports and the equipment we 
would need to bring. Arts and crafts 
are always fun; these were planned 
in great detail, making sure we 
brought everything we needed. 
Evening activities were planned—
team games, a ceilidh, mini-
Olympics, toasting marshmallows 
on a bonfire (we brought hundreds 
of marshmallows!)—and on the last 
day we had a talent show. 

Sometimes volunteers feel that 
they won’t be able to do much, but 
really everyone is gifted with won-
derful talents and, as I always say, 
it’s a big team effort and together we 
make a difference! Some folk are 
great at sport, others are really good 
at crafts, while others love music. 
Some volunteers feel that they are 
not really good at anything, but if 
you love kids and spending time 
with them, then there could be a 
place for you on the team. Working 
with our five wonderful Romanian 
volunteers and translators, together 
we ensured that the children had a 
wonderful time and left with won-
derful memories!  

At the end of camp, I asked the 
children what they had liked best, 

and these were some of their re-
sponses: ‘I loved going to swim in 
the river!’, ‘I loved feeling clean and 
having a shower’, ‘I loved eating 
three meals a day and all the 
snacks’, ‘I loved the surprise water 
fight’, ‘I loved making new friends’, 
‘I loved the Bible stories’, ‘I loved 
sleeping in a bed all to myself’, ‘I 
loved the music’, ‘I loved doing 
crafts’ … Oh yes, and then Ovidiu 
announced that if we asked him 
back he would come 1,000 times! 

When they arrived at camp 
many of the children were like tight 
little rosebuds, and over the week 
we saw them bloom and grow as 
they were showered with love and 
attention. It’s always tough saying 
goodbye to these children whom we 
get to know and love during the 
week but it’s great to be able to place 
them into God’s hands, knowing 
that He loves and knows each one 
and all about their tough circum-
stances. 

The following day after camp, 
we made surprise visits to some of 
these children and their families. 
The living conditions of these fami-
lies shocked the team and were 
some of the worst that I had wit-
nessed in my visits to Eastern Eu-
rope over the past twenty years. We 
brought food parcels to each of the 
families and we were shocked to 
learn that none of the kids whom 
we visited had eaten anything in the 
previous 24 hours after leaving 
camp.   

Only recently a road was built 
to access Ovidiu’s local village; be-
fore then even cars could not make 
it on the track through the moun-
tain. When we arrived, it was like a 
scene from the Bible; there were 

about a hundred sheep sheltering 
under some trees from the hot after-
noon sun. We climbed up a hill and 
saw what looked like sheds. Were 
these for the animals, or did some-
one live there? On arrival, we saw 
that it was Ovidiu’s home—there 
was plastic sheeting to protect the 
family and their belongings against 
the elements. This was home for 
Ovidiu, his parents and four broth-
ers. I dread to think what it must be 
like during winter, when the snow 
comes and temperatures can drop to 
–25oC. The family welcomed us with 
open arms and what little they had 
was so tidy and clean. All the kids 
were happy and friendly, and when 
I told Mum that she was doing a 
great job with her children she 
beamed from ear to ear. Ovidiu told 
us that the night wasn’t long 
enough to tell his family all about 
the camp, and Mum was very grate-
ful for this opportunity for Ovidiu 
and for the kindness we showed 
him. Dad minds the sheep for a 
farmer and he is extremely ill. He 
has a brain tumour but he cannot 
take time off work to go to hospital, 
as he needs this meagre income to 
support the family. It’s a sad situa-
tion, and the family are grateful for 
the physical, emotional and spiri-
tual support which they get from 
Ecce Homo.    

Summer camp, for these chil-
dren like Ovidiu, is like a holiday of 
a lifetime. It leaves them with mem-
ories they will never forget and it 
shows them that there is love and 
hope for the future. On behalf of all 
the children, thank you for your 
love and your prayer support: it 
really makes a difference! 
See pictures on pp10–11. 

TEAM HOPE

‘IF YOU INVITE ME 
BACK, I’LL COME A 
THOUSAND TIMES!’ 
 
 

By Carol Hennessy 
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A trip never to be forgotten  
by Anna 
The two weeks that we spent in Ro-
mania building houses with Habitat 
for Humanity are ones that I will 
never forget. It was hard work, but 
given the fun we had on site, the 
bonding that we did and the things 
we saw on our days out, I think 
that everyone who went could 
agree that it was the best experi-
ence of our lives. From the very 
first morning, all 25 of us yawning 
and stretching in the airport at 
4am, to the last moment we spent 
as a group in arrivals, hugging each 
other and trying not to cry, every 
single person has grown in their 
own way, through the things 
they’ve done and the people 
they’ve met. 

The mornings were early 
enough, a 7 o’clock start, and down 
at the site by 8am sharp. We had a 
coffee break at half ten, lunch at 
one, and stopped work at four. The 
work on site was not easy. We did 
everything from nailing to cutting 
wood to cement mixing and be-
yond. However, it was the heat that 
we did not expect. It was in the 30s 
almost every day, meaning that ev-
eryone went through at least four 
bottles of water a day and volun-
teered for jobs inside the house, 
even if that meant picking up stray 
nails and Styrofoam. A hand-held 
fan, which we laughed at on our 
first day, became a treasured item.  

We worked from Monday to 
Friday, had a half-day on Saturday 
and took Sunday off. After lunch 
on Saturday, we went down to the 
orphanage to see the kids for whom 
our charity provides houses for 
when they grow up. It was the sin-
gularly most meaningful experience 

of my life and I cannot begin to de-
scribe how any of us felt after we’d 
left. We’d spent an incredible after-
noon with the kids, playing foot-
ball, frisbee, volleyball and just 
talking with them. Some of them 
shared their stories with us, which 
resulted in lots of tears back at our 
house. I think a lot of us felt that 
we wanted to do more work like 
this, that building one house 
wasn’t enough, that we weren’t 
making enough of a difference. It 
was very quiet in the house that 
night. 

The next day we went into 
Beuis town. We saw the end of a 
service in the last wooden church 
in Romania and said a few prayers 
ourselves. We also went to see the 
Wesley Way, which was a row of 
ten houses built in ten days by a 
massive group of past pupils and 
staff. We also went to some caves, 
where we all froze in our t-shirts 
and shorts.  

The house went through its 
first test the night before the last 

day. There was a massive thunder-
storm which started in the night 
and finished in the late morning, 
delaying us by a few hours. We 
were very lucky, because if it had 
occurred even two nights earlier the 
wooden framework might have 
been damaged. Thankfully, the 
only result was that we had to wait 
a few hours for the walls to dry be-
fore we could paint them.  

One of the best parts of the 
trip was working with the builders 
on site. We formed close bonds 
with all the builders and had a 
good laugh every day on site with 
them. We also got to see a different 
side to all our teachers (they’re ac-
tually real people, would you be-
lieve?). The nicest part, though, was 
working with the couple who were 
receiving the house. They were 
there almost every day on site and 
did a lot of building themselves. We 
got very close to them and it was 
very emotional at the closing cere-
mony when both of them started 
tearing up while thanking us. We 
said our goodbyes to the team, took 
lots of photos and nailed our 
plaque to the wall. We set off the 
next morning for Hungary. We 
spent the day at a waterpark/spa, 
making the last of our memories, 
and were well refreshed for the 
flight the next day. 

Although we’ve been home 
for a month now, I haven’t forgot-
ten the experience, and I don’t 
think any of us will forget it for the 
rest of our lives. 
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FEATURE

HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY  
 
 

By Jack Darlington and Anna Fitzsimons 
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Method to Madness  
by Jack 
The trip started as I expected—25 
excited, baggy-eyed teenagers gath-
ered around the recycling bin in 
Terminal 2 of Dublin Airport. We 
got through security without an 
issue, by some miracle. In classic 
fifteen-year-old fashion, breakfast 
was in Burger King, and at 5am it 
was exactly what we needed. We 
got on the plane and landed at 
about 10am Romania time. The 
next ten days were a blur. Between 
sunburn, two-minute showers, blis-
ters, mushroom pizzas for lunch 
and dinners out with our new best 
friend Emil, we left our mark in Ro-
mania, and it gave us some of the 
best memories we could imagine. 
We completed the house for Nor-
bert and Alexandra, a beautiful 
young couple with whom we fell in 
love within the first two minutes. 
We were smacked around by tropi-
cal storms, insect bites and 
hayfever, but we got it done. And as 
my heading says, the only reason 
anything got done was because of 
Method to Madness. 

FEATURE

Hollybrook Memorial by reason of 
her overseas service and the fact that 
her body was thought to have been 
lost at sea. However, the Official 
Point of Commemoration will be 
changed to the cemetery in which 
she is interred; her grave will be des-
ignated as a war grave. 

On the 1911 census she was 
listed as a ‘visitor’ in the home of 
Noble and Elizabeth Armstrong at 
Lislea, Co. Longford. Many ‘visitors’ 
were actually relatives, but this ‘fact’ 
is hidden. Noble Armstrong married 
Sophia’s sister, Elizabeth Barrett, at 
Ballymahon, Co. Longford, in 1909.  

The grave immediately to the 
right of Sophia’s is that of Marcella 
Anne Esther Barrett Wilson. The re-
lationship of the two women to 
each other has not been definitely 
established, but it is highly likely 
that Marcella was Sophia’s aunt. 

Sophia has a relative who 
teaches at Rathmichael Church of 
Ireland National School. We will be 
in conversation with her about 
plans for a short service of dedica-
tion to make the actual centenary. 

The text above is taken from 
the ‘Find a Grave’ website: 
https://www.findagrave.com/memo-
rial/13242873/sophia-violet-barrett. 

 

REMEMBERING 
SOPHIA VIOLET 
BARRETT 
 
 

Back in November 2016 we be-
came aware that Sophia Violet 
Barrett, who is buried in the 

Kilternan churchyard, was entitled 
to a Commonwealth War Graves 
Commission headstone. In June of 
this year the gravestone was put in 
place.  

A casualty of the Great War, 
Sophia was a Voluntary Aid Detach-
ment member through the St John 
Ambulance Brigade. She was a vic-
tim of the sinking of the RMS Lein-
ster, owned by the City of Dublin 
Steam Packet Company, which was 
torpedoed in the Irish Sea, sixteen 
miles east of Dublin, shortly before 
10am on the morning of 10 October 
1918, on its outbound journey of 68 
miles from Kingstown (now Dún 
Laoghaire) to Holyhead, Anglesey, 
North Wales. 

Sophia Barrett came home on 
leave from France for an unknown 
period. She spent the last week stay-
ing with the Wilsons at their home, 
Carrickmines House, Foxrock. Her 
sister, Elizabeth Barrett Armstrong, 
saw her off at Kingstown, so it seems 
most likely that there had been a 
family reunion in the Wilson house 
over the previous days. 

After the recovery of Sophia’s 
body, she was brought back to Car-
rickmines House on 12 October 
1918. On Monday 14 October her 
coffin was borne in an ambulance 
from Carrickmines to Kilternan for 
burial. The cortège was headed by a 
mounted escort of Hussars. 

Her name is on the Tullow 
Church War Memorial, Brighton 
Road, Foxrock, Carrickmines, and 
the silver chalice used for commun-
ion there bears her name. She is 
commemorated on a memorial in 
the Church of Ireland, Kenagh, Co. 
Longford. She appears as Violet Bar-
rett on the York Minster panels. 

As of September 2013 she is 
commemorated as war dead on the 

Left:  The team in front of a completed 
house. 
Above:  Anna hard at work, with Jack in the 
background.
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BUILDING BLOCKS 
If you’re engaged with children’s 
ministry in your local church, com-
munity or school, November’s 
Building Blocks conference is a date 
for your diary. It will be a day 
packed with useful resources, inspi-
rational ideas and stimulating 
workshops!  

Victoria Beech is the keynote 
speaker. Victoria has twenty years’ 
experience of working with chil-
dren and loves finding fun, creative 
ways of sharing God with them. 
She is the creator of all the God-
Venture products and ideas. She 
also runs GodVenture Family Activ-
ity Workshops for families to be in-
spired in their faith at home 
together.  
When: Saturday 10 November 
2018 from 9.30am to 4.00pm. 
Where: St Andrew’s College, Boot-
erstown Avenue, Blackrock, 
Ireland.   

We hope to bring a team of 
children’s ministry leaders from Kil-
ternan. If you would be interested 
in going, speak to Rob, Brian or  
Annemarie in the Parish Office. 
 
MESSY TEDDY BEARS’ 
PICNIC 
If anything, it was a bit too hot. It’s 
not often we get to say that! 

A large group from the parish 
and beyond gathered over the sum-
mer to celebrate a Messy Church 
Teddy Bears’ Picnic in the grounds 
of the rectory (pictured below).   
 

MESSY CHURCH GOES 
MONTHLY 
Starting in October, Messy Church 
is going monthly. To date, we have 
run Messy Church seasonally, 
which has made it difficult to find 
continuity. If people miss one, it 
can be months till another comes 
around. 

From 21 October, we will be 
consistently having Messy Church 
on the third Sunday, unless other-
wise noted. 
 
YOUTH GROUP 
Over the next number of months, 
Brian will be reaching out to the 
teenagers in the congregation as we 
seek to develop the Kilternan Youth 
Ministry. He will need a bit of time 
to find his feet, but keep a lookout 
for some new initiatives in the 
months ahead. 
 
ALL-AGE WORSHIP 
VIDEO FROM THE 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
NETWORK 
In a new video from the Church of 
Ireland Children’s Ministry Net-
work, the Revd Rob Clements ex-
plores ideas for All-Age Worship, 
including how to keep familiarity 
and rhythm in the service, prayers 
of thanksgiving, gathering songs 
and an all-age creed. Filmed in 
Rathfarnham Parish Church, 
Dublin. You can check out the 
video here: http://www.cm.ire-
land.anglican.org/all-age-worship-
video/.  

NEWS FROM THE 
SCHOOL 
Welcome back!  
August 30th saw the exciting start 
of yet another new school year and 
our pupil population now stands at 
222 pupils—117 boys and 105 girls! 
We have been joined by 21 excited 
and eager Junior Infants, in 
addition to welcoming the 
Haughey family into Sixth Class, 
the Lambert family into Third 
Class, John Jayden Connolly into 
Fourth Class and welcoming Sophia 
Plant back into Sixth Class.  

Over the summer we were 
delighted to appoint Ms Zoë Turley 
to the SEN team and Ms Suzanne 
Butler as an SNA. We will think of 
Ms Ruth Thorpe on 12 September 
as she jets off to begin her year of 
travel.   

 
School assemblies  
As a school, we meet for assembly 
every Monday and Thursday 
morning at 8:50am. Monday 
assembly is mainly a ‘what’s on for 
the week’ gathering, and Thursday’s 
assemblies may be led by Rob, 
individual classes, a group of classes 
or individual teachers. The first 
assembly of the month is led by 
Rob and is held in the church. 
Parents are warmly invited to join 
us for any or all of our assemblies. 
Please note that there are no 
assemblies in December. 
 

Look what happened over the summer 
The back of the school playground 
has had a bit of a face-lift over the 
summer and we are delighted to 
have launched our new play-
ground—there’s equipment for all 
ages, and the staff have had a go on 
some of the pieces of equipment 
too! We are looking forward to 
years of fun to come.  Here’s to an 
amazing year! 

FAMILY AND YOUTH MINISTRY
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DIARMUID GAVIN 
LAUNCHES NEW DUBLIN 
GARDEN TRAIL  
Diarmuid Gavin, the internation-
ally renowned garden designer, 
today launched the new Dublin 
Garden Trail, which brings together 
twelve of the most engaging private 
gardens in the greater Dublin re-
gion.  All of the gardens are open 
for visitors to enjoy.  

Speaking at Knockrose garden, 
Kilternan, Diarmuid Gavin said: 
‘What makes these gardens special is 
that visitors receive a personal tour by 
the dedicated owners, who will reveal 
the garden’s stories and special gems’. 

He continued: ‘Each garden is 
creatively nurtured by their owners, 
who are garden lovers and creators of 
these beautiful places’.  

Trish Farrell of Knockrose, one 
of the creators of the Trail, said: ‘A 
warm welcome awaits you in each of 
these beautiful gardens. Visitors go 
home energised and full of ideas for 
their own garden.’  

Keelin Fagan, Head of Fáilte 
Ireland in Dublin, said that the 
Trail is a wonderful example of 
tourism businesses working to-
gether to provide unique local at-
tractions to visitors.  

‘The range and size of the gar-
dens vary from large country estates to 
smaller, more intimate gardens.  

We’ve seen a growing tourism 
trend in the overseas market for visit-
ing gardens and Fáilte Ireland’s re-
search shows that there is great 
synergy between a typical “garden visi-
tor” and someone who visits historic 
houses and heritage assets.  

I have no doubt that the Garden 
Trail will attract additional visitors to 
the greater Dublin region.’ 

The Trail stretches in a ring 
around the city, from Howth in 
north Dublin to Ashford in County 
Wicklow. All the gardens are within 
easy reach of the M50. They range 
from large estates such as Mount 
Usher and historic gardens such as 
Tyrrellstown to contemporary-style 
gardens and small urban gardens 
like Weston Park. Some are world-
famous, such as those of Jimi Blake 

and June Blake, while others like 
Ardán have been newly created by 
their dedicated owners.   

Many of the gardens offer re-
freshments or plants for sale. One 
includes the Dalkey Garden School. 
Tinode near Blessington offers 
award-winning accommodation. 
Ardán in Howth has bespoke gar-
den sculpture on sale.  

Together the gardens offer 
many days of enjoyable visits and 
learning.  

Information about each of the 
gardens and how to book a visit is 
available on 
www.DublinGardens.com. 

 
IRISH CANCER SOCIETY 
The Irish Cancer Society needs an 
extra 80 drivers for our Volunteer 
Driver Service in South Dublin to 
drive cancer patients to and from 
their chemotherapy appointments. 
We are looking for drivers with free 
weekday availability and who have 
a car available to them. Drivers 
should be able to commit to driv-
ing at least two full (week)days a 
month. All volunteer expenses are 
paid. If you would like to volunteer, 
please call Laura on 01 231 0594, 
email transport@irishcancer.ie, for 
an application form.  
 

IN PRAISE OF BEES 
You may be aware that the Repre-
sentative Church Body have in-
stalled beehives in the grounds as 
part of their overall environmental 
policy—very commendable. Per-
haps we should follow suit and at 
the least ensure that any planting 
we do at the new centre is bee-
friendly. But what about the bees 
themselves? They are one of God’s 
gifts to mankind and we have 
much to thank them for. 

The honey-bee (Apis mellifera) 
has over the centuries provided 
men with honey—a rich, nutritious 
food which, to be honest, we steal 
from them, while leaving them 
with sufficient food to carry them 
over the winter. But another of 
their great benefits is that they pol-
linate the plants of so many of our 

food sources. Without them we 
have serious problems. We must 
not forget that other bees also polli-
nate, e.g. bumble-bees. They are 
under attack on a number of fronts, 
including by cuckoo bees that steal 
the bumble-bees’ pollen, and their 
long-term future is in doubt. 

Man has not helped bees of 
any species by the use of pesticides, 
the destruction of hedgerows where 
the bees collect pollen and the 
over-planting of non-bee-friendly 
plantations, etc. We can do our bit 
by planting bee-friendly plants and 
going easy on the pesticide sprays. 

It is said that the honey-bee’s 
future is relatively safe as long as 
there are bee-keepers to look after 
them, but there are threats to them 
also. We lived in Glencullen for 
some years, and one of the summer 
rituals was the transfer of urban 
beehives to mountain areas, where 
the bees could collect pollen from 
the surrounding vegetation and 
heather, providing honey of a dis-
tinctive flavour. All of this entailed 
some risk, as a friend of mine told 
me. 

He was a student at the horti-
cultural college in Glasnevin, and 
one day his teacher said that the 
Minister for Agriculture, C.J. 
Haughey, wanted them to transfer 
his hives to their summer ‘pas-
tures’, so they loaded some hives 
onto the back seat of the teacher’s 
car and off they went. Not long 
after, there was a buzzing sound in 
the car; some of the passengers had 
escaped, which caused the teacher 
to put his foot on the accelerator. A 
dutiful Garda stopped them for 
speeding and told the driver to 
open his window, only to be met 
by the unhappy bees. There was no 
more mention of speeding but to 
drive away like hell! No doubt C.J. 
had some excellent mountain 
honey for his porridge in the morn-
ings—you could too, if we take care 
of the bees. 

Perhaps you might even say a 
prayer for them!     

N.C. 
See picture on p.11.

COMMUNITY AND WIDER CHURCH
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A LETTER FROM 1962 
Our Parish Centre has been many years in the 
making. The first reference I can see to a new 
Parish Centre comes in this letter by the Revd 
Fisher in 1962. Some of you might remember 
receiving this letter. Among other observations 
Revd Fisher states: 
 

‘The matter came up before your Select Vestry 
early in the summer and, after considering its 
various aspects, the Select Vestry felt that the 
matter deserved more detailed consideration. 
Accordingly a Sub-Committee was appointed 
to meet with representatives of the various 
parochial organisations with a view to 
ascertaining the requirements to suit their 
various activities and the possible extension 
of their activities to be incorporated in a plan 
for a new Parochial Hall. The Sub-Committee 
was further empowered to instruct an 
Architect to prepare a draft plan. This 
meeting duly took place, an architect was 
instructed, and a draft plan has now been 
prepared. The draft plan will be displayed in 
the Parochial Hall each Sunday for the next 
seven or eight weeks, at the end of which 
time it is intended to hold a meeting of the 
Parish to discuss whether the Parish is of 
opinion that the erection of a New Parochial 
Hall is necessary and, if so, how, and if, the 
project can be financed.’

LOOKING BACK

BALFE SERVICES 

d A v i d

FULLY INSURED COMMERCIAL 

AND RESIDENTIAL PROPERTIES

PROFESSIONAL WINDOW & GUTTER 
CLEANING SERVICE

LOVE THE JOBS YOU HATE

O872280686

balfewindows@gmai l .com

NOW OFFERING IRELAND’S
MOST ATTRACTIVE BURIAL AND

ASH INTERMENT OPTIONS

Traditional Burial Plots
(capacity 3 cof昀n burials & 4 urn burials)

Now available from €5,950

Ash Burial Plots
(capacity 4 urn burials)

Now available from €4,900 inclusive 
of Irish Granite headstone

Columbarium Memorial Wall
(capacity 2 urns)

Now available from €2,950

Selected plots are available to pre purchase.

Tel: 01 281 4029   www.kilternancemetery.ie
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LECTIONARY 
RAMBLINGS  
By Brian Hickey 
Hebrews 12:1–17 
The author of Hebrews had a 
difficult job to contend with. The 
audience to whom this letter was 
written was a mixture of Jews and 
gentiles living in community, 
possibly in Rome. They were facing 
many challenges, internal and 
external. Persecution was severe. 
This was causing the believers to 
abandon meeting with one another 
and practising their faith. In fact, 
they were leaving their faith 
behind. The author longed to be 
with the people so as to encourage 
them and help them press on. In 
this situation it was not possible, so 
he wrote a letter. This letter was 
primarily to urge them to press on 
in the calling in God and finish the 
race they had started.  

The believers are tired of 
having to keep fighting for their 
faith in the face of such great 
opposition, predominantly from 
the Roman Empire. What did the 
Romans do for fun? They had 

games in a competition-style event, 
still played to this day. You might 
know of them: the Olympic Games. 
This would bring crowds of people 
to the arena to see these athletes 
compete at the highest level. What 
the author is doing here is 
something that the believers would 
never have comprehended. He is 
using the Roman Empire as an 
example of how to persevere! He is 
subverting its influence over the 
believers here. 

The question for the believers 
was: are you focusing on how big 
the problem is? Are you focusing 
on the negative connotations of 
being a Christian? Well, the author 
wants to encourage them to fix 
their eyes on one thing, and one 
thing only: Jesus (Heb. 12:2). The 
author wants us to look to Him 
Who endured such opposition from 
sinners, so that you will not grow 
weary and lose heart (Heb. 12:3). 

As 21st-century Christians, it 
can be difficult to ‘look to Jesus’ 
(see Heb. 12:2). And yet, beneath 
every reason for discouragement or 
distraction, our great High Priest 
lives and stands, interceding for His 
brothers and sisters from every tribe 
and people and nation. He has 
experienced all our suffering and 
more. He knows our weakness. So I 
encourage you, let us run the race 
of faith. ‘Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without 
wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful.’ 

 
 
THE SUMMARY OF THE 
LAW 
Why do we recite the law? 
The Decalogue, the Ten 
Commandments or the summary 
of the law, was added to the 
Anglican liturgy of Holy 
Communion in the Second Prayer 
Book of the Church of England in 
1552, and has remained ever since. 

Our baptismal vows require 
sponsors to teach the Decalogue, 
the Lord’s Prayer and the Creeds. 
Cranmer introduced the Decalogue 
as preparation for worship and as a 
reminder of our duties as 
Christians. 

We tend to use the summary 

of the law that Jesus provides in 
calling us to love God with our 
whole being and to love our 
neighbour as ourselves, which is 
found in all three of the synoptic 
gospels. This summary is not 
simply pulled out of the air. It 
comes from Deuteronomy 6:5 and 
Leviticus 19:34. Nevertheless, the 
emphasis that Jesus places upon 
love as the root force behind the 
law is new. Jesus communicates in 
no uncertain terms that the law 
cannot be fulfilled without love as 
its prerequisite.  

Why do we recite it? Worship 
should be a beautiful thing; 
worship should lift our hearts to 
the highest heaven. But we are 
earthly beings, not removed from 
this world but ever present in it. We 
are not called to be withdrawn 
from this world but to live out our 
faith in it. The Commandments or 
the summary of the law are 
included to confront us 
immediately with the fundamental 
truth that God demands our entire 
obedience to His holy and 
righteous will, in love, adoration 
and service of Him and others. 

CRANMER’S 
CORNER

               
33 years designing houses, rectories, 
church / community facilities and  
commercial premises. 

 
01 286 4791 | studio@sna.ie | www.sna.ie 

Opening hours,  
Monday to Friday,  

8am–3pm. 
A place for community, 

belonging, growth, healing 
and good coffee. 
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ian@rossprint.ie |  01 287 6612

print signage web   

ROSSPRINT.ie 
Lea昀ets & Brochures

Branding & Stationery

Websites

Promotional Products 

G R E Y S T O N E S

A  V E R Y  P E R S O N A L  S E R V I C E

 
  

Kilternan             
       Picture                 
            Framing 

 
Over 200 Frame Styles 

Available 
❏  Art Framed 

❏❏  Photographs Framed 
❏❏  Sports Memorabilia Framed 

❏❏  Documents Framed 

  

Showroom at Willowbrook,  
Enniskerry Road, 

(Just behind the Kilternan Gallery) 

Showrooms open: Monday to Friday 9am 
to 5:30pm & 

 Sat 10am to 1pm. 
Contact Geoffrey Willis (01) 295 5597/ 

086 374 5586 

 
 

TAXI FOR HIRE 
 

Fintan Keogh 
 

086 268 5865 
 

(Local Taxi Service)

COLL IERS
SINCE  1880

Serving Wicklow and South Dublin since 1880, the Collier family 
offers bespoke funeral services for all faiths and philosophies.

Our Service room can 
comfortably accommodate 
up to 130 people.

There is parking space for 40 
cars available on-site.

A separate drawing room 
with a 昀replace provides 
a comfortable room with 
added privacy.

Old Connaught Avenue, Bray, Co. Wicklow, A98 PX65 

T: +353 1 272 0777  

www.colliersfuneraldirectors.com E: info@colliersfuneraldirectors.com
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