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Building Community,  

Strengthening  Worship, 

Growing in Service 
 

I 
 hope you had a lovely summer, whether at 
home or somewhere slightly more exotic. We 

took a few weeks off in July and spent some time in 
Co Wexford and Co. Clare.  We took the opportunity 
to recharge the batteries as we geared up for a busy 
2016 / 2017.  
 

M 
y associations with holidays in Ireland come 

from many happy holidays in Portrush on the 

north coast of Ireland.  They include windbreakers, 

freezing cold seas (though it never seemed to stop 

us), ice cream cones, one-armed bandit machines, 

and teeth breaking sticks of 

rock. 

 

T 
he humble stick of rock is  
always associated with 

the seaside. When you break a 
piece you see a message run-
ning  all the way through, usu-
ally  the name of the place where the rock was pur-
chased, or maybe some kind of promotion or mes-
sage.  I saw a cartoon recently of a Welsh father tell-
ing off a child who was trying to purchase an over-
sized stick of rock. He said: ‘No, you can't have a stick 
of Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogerrychwrudobwllanstisili-
ogogogoch rock. I'll get you one in Rhyl’. 
 

H 
ere is the question for us. If you were to break 

us in two, what would be the message running 

through us?  If Kilternan parish was that stick of rock, 

what is our key message that runs through every-

thing that we do?  Would we all agree on what that 

message should be? Would people who look from the 

outside know? 

 

FROM THE RECTOR’S PEN 
 

.  
I 

n my first sermon in Kilternan I talked about three  

characteristic of a healthy church. In the months 

since I have kept coming back to them.  In a vestry 

meeting in June, we agreed to make these three charac-

teristic our parish mantra or  mission  statement.  

 

T 
hey are ‘Building Community, Strengthening  
Worship, and Growing in Service’. In the years 

ahead it is my hope that those three missional features 
become the core message running through everything 
that we do in Kilternan parish. Every new programme 
that begins should ask the question, does this pro-
gramme build community, strengthen worship and help 
us grow in service?  Every cent that we spend should 
move us forwards as we build community, strengthen 
worship, and grow in service.  Every time someone from 
outside wonders what we as a parish are about, we 
should be able to tell them that we are about building 
community, strengthening worship, and growing in ser-
vice’.  
 

L 
ike the humble stick of rock this should be the 
 message at our very core.  May God give us the 

strength and grace to be faithful to that calling. 
 Every blessing 
 Rev Rob 
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Sept 25 @ 10:30 - A Service of Celebration  for 
Pets  and Animals 
 
Oct 2 @ 10:30  - Morning Prayer and Pilgrim  
Sunday                                 
 
Oct 7 (Friday) @ 7:30  - Community  Harvest with 
Revd Ása  Björk Ólafsdóttir 
 
Oct 9 @ 10:30 - Harvest Thanksgiving with                     
Christian Aid 
 
Oct 16 @ 10:30 - Holy Communion 
 
Oct 23 @ 10:30 - All Age Holy Communion 

 
Nov 20 @ 10:30 - Holy Communion (Christ the 
King) 
 
Nov 27 @ 10:30 - All Age Advent Service 
 

Changes to Service Schedule 

It’s an important part of church life to continually review and monitor what we do.  Our context and cir-

cumstances constantly change and we need to be responsive if we are to remain relevant and accessible.  

To that end we are going to slightly alter our service schedule.  There are a number of reasons why. First, 

without a parish hall, we lack a facility to run regular 

programming for children. The school has opened up their facilities for us, but I think using it once a month 

for a Sunday Club is probably appropriate.  Therefore, it’s important that all ages are facilitated in worship.  

Secondly, the number of young families connecting with the parish is increasing (which is good news!). We 

need to make sure there are services that are ‘all age friendly’.  

 

8:30 will continue as normal with a said Holy Communion with a short thought for the day. The first Sunday 
of the month will be in the traditional form 1 service, and the rest in form 2.  
 
10:30 will have the following schedule 
 
First Sunday:  Morning Prayer with Sunday Club in the  school  
Second Sunday:  All Age Service followed by tea and  coffee  
Third Sunday: Holy Communion  
Fourth Sunday: All age service or All Age Holy Communion  followed by tea and coffee  
Fifth Sunday:  Experimental service  
 
Of course the schedule may change for special services, but this will be the general order. If you have any 

Oct 30 @ 10:30  A Celebration of Healing 

andWholeness. This service will offer the laying 

on of hands. 

 
Oct 30 @ 7:30 - A Service of Remembering. This 
is a short service to remember and give thanks 
for those who have died.  It  will be a reflective 
service with a  visual act of remembering. 
 
Nov 6 @ 10:30 - Morning Prayer 
 
Nov 13 @ 10:30 - All age Remembrance  Service 

Services and Church 
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Commissioning of Carol Barry 
 
On Saturday September 3, it was a great privilege for 
many of the Kilternan parishioners to join Carol Barry as 
she was commissioned Parish Reader by Archbishop 
Michael Jackson during a service in Christ Church  
Cathedral. 
 
Six Diocesan Readers – Mark Acheson (Clontarf), Fion-
nula Drury (Taney), Margaret Healion (Zion), Myra 
Moody (Donoughmore & Donard with Dunlavin), Lisa 
O’Brien Corry (Blessington and Manor Kilbride with Bal-
lymore Eustace and Hollywood), Bert–Jan van Embden 
(Kill o’the Grange) were also commissioned. 
Carol Barry (Kilternan), undertook her training under the 

programme run by Dublin and Glendalough Diocesan 

Guild of Lay Ministries. 

The sermon was preached by Sylvia Armstrong, a Dioce-
san Reader attached to the Parish of Clondalkin and 
Rathcoole. She pointed out that during their commis-
sioning the Readers would be asked if they believed in 
their hearts that God had called them to the office and 
work of a Parish or Diocesan Reader. She wondered if 
we were ever ready for such a call. 

At the beginning of Jesus’s ministry he used the simple 

words ‘Follow me’, Mrs Armstrong said. His early follow-

ers reacted in different ways – Nathanial was surprised 

and Peter was worried. Isaiah writes that God used Cy-

rus to teach his chosen people but she said it was not 

clear that Cyrus even believed in God. “We don’t have to  

Services and Church 

feel inadequate or lacking in faith. We can build on that. 

All He needs is our consent, our yes to His call,” she said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are immensely proud of Carol, and look forward to 

her ministry among us. Well done Carol! 
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Services and Church  

Service of Thanksgiving for Pets and Animals 

 

On the 25th September at 10:30 there will be a special service set aside to give thanks for our pets and ani-
mals.  This coincides with the Feast of St Francis of Assisi who is closely associated with patronage of ani-
mals and the natural environment.  Please come along and bring your pets. If they can fit through the door, 
they are welcome. 
 
A story is told of Francis and his companions making a trip through the Spoleto Valley near the town of 

Bevagna. Suddenly, Francis spotted a great number of birds of all varieties. There were doves, crows and all 

sorts of birds. Swept up in the moment, Francis left his friends in the road and ran after the birds, who pa-

tiently waited for him. He greeted them in his usual way, expecting them to  

scurry off into the air as he spoke. But they didn’t move. 

Filled with awe, he asked them if they would stay awhile and listen to the Word 
of God. He said to them: “My brother and sister birds, you should praise your Cre-
ator and always love him: He gave you feathers for clothes, wings to fly and all 
other things that you need. It is God who made you noble among all creatures, 
making your home in thin, pure air. Without sowing or reaping, you receive God’s 
guidance and protection.” 
 
At this the birds began to spread their wings, stretch their necks and gaze at 
 Francis, rejoicing and praising God in a wonderful way according to their nature. 
Francis then walked right through the middle of them, turned around and came 

back, touching their heads and bodies with his tunic. 
Then he gave them his blessing, making the sign of the cross over them. At that they flew off and Francis, 
rejoicing and giving thanks to God, went on his way. 

Home Communions at Home 

If you would like to receive communion, but are una-
ble to get to church, please let us know. It would be 
our privilege to offer you communion at you home.  
We can do this at Christmas and Easter, or more fre-
quently if you would like. 

 
Holy Communion at Church 

If issues of wellness or mobility stop you from coming 
forward to the communion rail, we would happily 
bring communion to you in the pew. Let one of the 
church wardens know and we will bring communion 
to you before the wine iand bread are consumed. 

 

Pastoral Care 

If you know of someone who is in hospital or is in 
need of a pastoral visit, assuming they are agreeable, 
please let the rector know.  I would appreciate you 
being my eyes and ears around the parish.  
 

Protestant Aid Heating Scheme 

Protestant Aid offers a heating allowance primarily to 
those over 65 who are living at home.  The grant may 
apply to Utilities such as electricity or Gas as well as 
coal and other fuels.  
If this is something you might benefit from contact 
the rector.  
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TEA/COFFEE AFTER CHURCH  
ROTA  

 
Coffee rota for Sept/ Oct 

  
Sept 11th - Fisher family 
Sept 25th:  Pet Service- Pet "tea party" -  
  Fitzsimons family 
Oct 9th:  Harvest - Junior Choir parents  
Oct 23rd:  Lynam family 
 
Help Needed  - We need more volunteers to help with 
tea/coffee making if you can help please contact Cathrio-
na Fitzsimons on :  085 7181188 or the parish office. 
 

Services and Church  

 

                Service of Remembering and Thanksgiving for those who     

                have Died 

 
 
On the evening of the 30th October there will be a short reflective service to remember those who have died.  
This service is open to everyone.  The names of those on the burial list from the last 5 
years will be read out loud during an act of remembering. If you would like your loved 
one’s name read out loud, irrespective of when they died, please contact Michelle in 
the office, of fill out one of the remembering forms at the back of church and give to 
the rector or one of the church wardens. 
 
There will be a short time for tea and coffee in the rectory after the service.  

Kilternan Parish Choirs 
Kilternan Parish Choirs are back! 

We’re now looking for new members & all are welcome to join us. 
Junior Choir: 

When we meet: 
Tuesdays & Fridays from 8:15-8:45 
2nd & 4th Sundays of the month from 09:45-11:30 

Where we meet: Kilternan Church of Ireland National School Hall 
Who can join: All children from 1st Class to 6th Class 
 

Senior Choir: 
When we meet: Tuesdays from 20:00-21:30 and Sundays from 09:45-11:30 
Where we meet: Alternative venue (please contact Kevin for details) 
Commitment:  Many people worry about the commitment involved. All our welcome to join even if 

you can only sing a few Sundays a month. 

What we do: 
 
Both choirs help to lead our weekly worship in the 

church. Both choirs also have opportunities to 
sing at other events & have several social events 

during the year. 
The main criteria for joining is an ability to com-
mit to our schedule & to be able to attend regu-
larly. Being able to read music is not a require-

ment though welcome. 
 

To join or find out more contact the Director of 
Music, Kevin O'Sullivan: 

087 785 2704 or kevin.caoimhin@gmail.com 
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a parish do everything we can to ensure our wor-
ship is as accessible as possible to as many people 
as possible. 
 
Looking at the services since I arrived and before, it 
is clear that the all age services are the services that 
are best attended. That is something we should 
build on! From September, we will be changing our 
service schedule to include two all age service.  
These services will be short with tea and coffee af-
ter.  
 
We want the full family of God to be there, but we 

are particularly mindful of those with young    chil-

dren who might want to be at worship but find it 

difficult with a child on their knee.  This service will 

be prefect for you!  Come join us as all ages cele-

brate together.  

Sunday Club 

Sunday Club starts up on the 18th September. Come 
along and get registered! 
 
Sunday club starts in church at 10:30 as normal and 
then leaves after the first hymn alongside a team of 
vetted Sunday Club leaders.  Since we are without 
hall for a year, Sunday club will meet in the school. 
 
Its open to all children of primary school age (have 
a chat with a leader if you have a 4-year-old who 
isn’t at school yet). The Sunday club is divided into 
two groups. The ‘Pebbles’ who are the junior Sun-
day club, and the Rocks who are the older kids.  
There will be a mix of games, stories, challenges 
and activities with an emphasis on learning through 
play. 
 
Children can be collected at the school at 11:30, or 
directly after church. 
 
For more information, contact the parish office.  

 

Children’s Ministry 

‘Children’s Ministry is an all important aspect within 
the life of the church. Not only are our children an 
important resource for the future, but they are also a 
vital and vibrant part of our church life today. I would 
encourage all efforts to engage them with the 
Gospel. Our Lord included them at the centre of his 
message, caring for them just as much as for the rest 
of his followers – his example should provide a clear 
template for how we should care for them today. I 
therefore commend the work of the Children’s 
Ministry Network as it seeks to support, train and 
resource all engaged in children’s ministry’. 
+Richard Clarke Archbishop of Armagh. Patron of 
the Sunday School Society 
 

C hildren’s ministry is a central pillar of a healthy 
church.  Children have to be more than an 

afterthought.  They are central to our life and 
vitality.  Evidence shows that churches that are 
growing are church that have a strategic approach 
to the nurture and care of children and the support 
of families.  
At Kilternan parish, we want to model a strong 

children’s ministry. We hope some of the 

programmes and services below will help us to 

achieve that. 

All Age Worship. 

All Age worship is not a children’s service. Nor is it 
an adult service with a children’s sermon thrown in 
at the end.  All age worship is a biblical effort to 
gather in such that 
the full family of God 
is included and 
involved.   
 
We are blessed as a 
parish with a large 
number of families 
and children on our 
parish list. However, 
that is not always 
representative of what we see on Sunday 
mornings.  
Of course there are many practical reasons why this 
might be so, but still it is important that we as  

Youth and Children 
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Messy Church 

Over the next number of years, the parish will get 
used to hearing me talking about Messy Church 
 
Messy church isn’t a reference to the state of the 
church after the pet and animal service! Messy 
Church is an international programme that aspires 
do church in a fresh way. 
 
Messy Church started in the Church of England, with 
a church trying to develop a ministry programme 
that connected with families in ways that a Sunday 
service just couldn’t manage. Its built on three prin-
ciples: creativity, celebration, and hospitality.  
 
Rather than trying to provide an elaborate descrip-
tion of a Messy Church, I thought I’d give you a link 
instead – http://www.messychurch.org.uk/  
  
Messy Church is an expression of church. It’s not just 
a craft club, its purpose is to help people encounter 
the Christian faith in a very real way. It’s all age, with 
an emphasis on fun and welcome.  
We begin with registration and  creativity. The room 
is set up with various craft and creativity sections on 
the theme of the day. Its followed by a celebration 
time with songs and stories. After the celebration we 
eat together; not just a biscuit and a cup of tea, but a 
real sit down meal.  This is the hospitality section.   
 
When we open our new hall, I would like this to be a 

monthly programme on a Sunday from 4 till 6.  

 

Youth and Children 

In the meantime, we will start with a few one off 

Messy Church events in the school. The first will be 

a Messy Christmas 

There are four teams that I need to develop 
1. A craft / creativity team (to organise the messy  
        crafts) 
1. A hospitality team (to help with food) 
2. A celebration team (to work with me on putting 
       together the celebration time)  
4. A welcome team (to meet and greet people at 

the door) 
 
Already a superb team is emerging, but there is al-
ways space for more people to help. If this is some-
thing you would like to help with, give me a call or 
drop an email.  I plan to have a brief Messy Church 
gathering in the rectory after church on the 2 Octo-
ber for all who might like to help out or find out 
more before they commit to helping out. 
 
It’s my hope the Messy Church becomes a defining 
programme in the life of Kilternan Parish.  

 

Youth Café 

 

On Saturday the 24th of September 
at 4:00 there will be a youth café 

event for young people third year and 
above .  

This will be held in a local café 
(venue to be confirmed but it will 

probably be at the local Costa). Over 
coffee, hot chocolate and treats, I’d 

simply like to have a chat about some 
of the things that we as a parish 

could do for young people. 
All you have to do is come along and 

share your thoughts. 
Contact Rob for more info 

 

http://www.messychurch.org.uk/
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Kilternan Parish Centre Development Project 
‘We are not a building project but a mission project that involves buildings’ 

 
I begin with that quote because it reminds us of why we do 
what we do. In Kilternan there has been many years of plan-
ning in the development of our new parish centre.  There has 
been much fundraising and much generosity, both in terms of 
direct financial giving, and in the giving of time and energy. 
In the midst of the number crunching, and hopefully soon, in 
the midst of bricks and mortar, it important to reflect on what 
we are doing and why we are doing it.  A new hall will be fan-
tastic, but the hall is not the end in itself. The hall is only there 
to enable us to carry out the mission of God.  If our new hall 
does not serve and reach, then we may have a wonderful tro-
phy of a venue, but we have missed the point.  
 
As we move towards the building stage of the new hall, it is 
vital that we reflect on what we hope the hall will help us 
achieve. The vestry and a small sub group have been working 
on helping us to articulate this.   
 
It is implicit in the design that the new hall enables us to en-
sure that ongoing activities and organisations are suitably ac-
commodated. Beyond that, the aims of the new parish centre 
are to:  

Building Community 
 

 Be a safe gathering place (‘hub’) for people of the parish of all ages to engage with one another and 

grow in Christian fellowship. 

 Strengthen our relationship with the local community through hosting local community groups and 

activities  

Strengthening Worship 

 Renew the life of the parish through the development of new parish activities and creative expres-

sions of worship and faith formation. 

Growing in Service 

 Reach out in Christian witness through hospitality and service 

 Facilitate greater engagement between the parish church and the school. 

 Grow the parish through effective outreach and mission to people of all ages and backgrounds  

These aims are important. They will help us to be accountable in how we use our resources.  They hold our 

feet to the fire, and challenge us to be inventive in terms of how we develop programming. Lots of ideas 

have been shared already in terms of some of the programmes we might offer.  Please continue to pray as 

we seek to develop ministries that build community, strengthen worship and help us to grow in service. 

Parish Life 
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Marriage Preparation Date Night 
 
Getting married is a big decision. It’s one that the church rejoices in and seeks to offer prayer 
and encouragement. The church sees marriage as a sign of 
God’s love among us.  It’s a sacrament that mirror Gods 
relationship with the church and enriches the church and 
community in which the couple live.  
 
At Kilternan we want to make sure that we that couples 
preparing for marriage are encouraged.  One of the activi-
ties we have planned to organise a ‘marriage date night’ 
in the rectory.  This year we will have 5 couples gathering 
around a 3 course meal with tea and coffee. During each 
course the couple will be encouraged to reflect on a dif-
ferent aspect of marital life.  There will be a opportunity 
for partners to speak directly with each, but there will also 
be a chance for couples to chat with other couples. 

Website 
For 18 years Pat Naismith has been the parish webmaster. Pat has pioneered the parishes on line presence 
and his work is greatly appreciated. 
 
This year Pat has decided to step down from his webmaster role. We are thankful to Pat for all the work he 
had done over the years. We are pleased that a new parishioner, Paul Finn has agreed to take over the role.  
Keep a look out over the next year as Paul works on website redesign.   

Help us think of a name for the Parish Centre!! 
 

One thing that has become clear to us is that the hall needs to be have clear ‘brand’ that 

speaks to it mission.  Some people are calling it a parish or parochial hall, some a parish or 

community centre.  Both names carry vastly different images and associations. Both are 

true, but equally both don’t tell the full picture of what we hope to achieve.  

 

We would like to invite you to suggest a name for the new parish centre.  It’s not a competi-

tion, but we would like to invite suggestions. Let me offer a few guidelines 

 

 It should reflect the aims of the centre. In other words, does it speak to building commu-

nity, strengthening worship, and growing in service.  

 It needs to be concise and memorable. 

 

We would encourage people to stray away from naming the hall after an individual from the 

parish.  

Two well know hall recent Church of Ireland building projects called themselves the Jethro 

Centre and the Micah Centre, both after the Old Testament prophets.  We have had a few 

suggestions so far: the Kairos Centre (Greek for the right or opportune moment) and the 

Wellspring Centre (referencing the idea of living water for those who are thirsty). 

 

If you have a suggestion, email it to the parish office and watch this space.  

Parish Life 
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Open Air Service 2016 

 
On Saturday the rain poured. It didn’t just pour, it lashed. Even Sunday morning was fairly misty. We ex-
pected the worst for the open air service that afternoon. How blessed we were that the sun came out, strong 
enough to dry the grass and warrant sun cream. We were very fortunate! 
 
This year’s outdoor service was in a different venue than normal. We meet on the lawn in front of the Tullow 
rectory. We are very grateful for their kind invite to do so. 

 

 
 

Our gathering was enriched by a beautiful liturgy crafted by Rev. John Tanner, we enjoyed music led by the 
choir (junior and senior) and by a musical ensemble from Tullow. Your own rector got to share a few brief 
words about seeing God in the things around us. Scripture was read by Carol Barry and Ann Walsh.  
 
People of all ages than gather for picnics and BBQ whilst the children enjoyed playing in the grounds.  
A great deal of thanks goes to Geoffrey Willis, Stephen Newell, Craig McWilliams, and a team of able vol-
unteers who helped transport chairs and help me navigate the mysteries of the parish gazebo.  
We are thankful for the hospitality of the Tullow parish. The hope to that we may be able to host it in the 
grounds of the Kilternan rectory next year.  
 

 

 

Parish Life 
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Parish Life 

Two teams took part in the DLTC Mixed 
League with mixed results, a friendly match 
was played against Greystones Parish and 
the annual barbeque was held on a wet 
evening in August.   Luckily the Parish Hall 
was still available!  Club nights included the 
monthly social evenings with a record  
attendance on the first Tuesday in August. 
 
Autumn brings the club championships with 
most members taking part in one or more 
competitions.  Finals Day is planned for Sat-
urday 15th October and all are welcome!   A 
ladies’ team is currently playing in the Senior 
League and the men will later have 2 teams 
in the Floodlight League.  
 
There will be some disruption during the up-
coming building work but hopefully the 
courts will be accessible for play to continue 
as usual throughout the autumn and winter. 
 
Mary White. 
KPLTC Hon. Sec.  087 9877377  
 

Photos from the Tennis Club BBQ 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Holy Baptism Christian Burials 

     Over the summer it has been our joy to 
     baptise a number of children into our  
     church family.  Our prayers and best  
     wishes go to Kara Louise Kenny,  
     Graham Henry Peyton, Caolainn Isla  
     Kraft, Emily Grace Simpson and their  
     families. 

  

“May God establish, strengthen and settle each one of 
these little ones in the Christian faith”.   BCP 2004 p.376.  

It was with much sadness that we record the 

death of Lynn Margaret Wilson on the 14th 

June.  

 We continue to remember her family and friends 

in our prayers. 

Kilternan Parish Lawn Tennis Club 

 
During the summer months members have been enjoying their tennis on the new court surface and they’ve 
also welcomed some new members.    
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Love Is In the Air:  

Friday, July 22nd this year saw Ms Tanya Cave 
walk down the aisle to marry Dave and become 
Mrs Tanya Riordan. Those who were there de-
scribe Tanya as one of the happiest and most 
excited brides they have ever seen. Congratu-
lations Tanya and Dave!  

We were delighted to start the school year 
with the exciting news that Ms Arlene Carter, 
teacher of 1st Class has got engaged to Pat 
Hickey. Good luck you two! 
 
School Assemblies: 

As a school we meet for assembly every Mon-
day and Thursday morning at 8:50am. Monday 
assembly is mainly a ‘what’s on for the week’ 
gathering and Thursday’s assemblies may be 
led by Rob, individual classes, a group of clas-
ses or individual teachers. The first assembly 
of the month is led by Rob and is held in the 
church. Parents are warmly invited to join us 
for any or all of our assemblies. Please note 
there are no assemblies in December. Dates 
for assemblies can be found on your ‘Dates 
for the Year’ table.  
 

Welcome Back! 

First and foremost, on behalf of the staff, I 
would like to welcome you to our school  - 
whether this is your first year with us or 
your time with us has clocked up a few years!  
 
August 31st saw the exciting start of yet an-
other new school year and our pupil population 
now stands at 236 pupils – 123 boys and 113 
girls! We have been joined by 28 excited and 
eager Junior Infants in addition to welcoming 
the Beere family into Senior Infants.  
Over the summer Ms Rachel Plummer re-
signed as she secured herself a position in 
Co.Meath. We congratulate Mr Ethan Byrne 
on his permanent appointment as her replace-
ment and he will be the teacher in 4th Class 
this academic year. We welcome Ms Chantelle 
Plunkett to the SEN staff – she will be with 
us five days a week and we await the appoint-
ment of another SEN teacher who will be 
with us four days a week. Ms Plunkett and the 
new member of staff join Ms Tanya Riordan, 
Ms Louise MacMahon and Ms Leigh Morton to 
make up the school’s SEN team.  

A Letter from Ms Plummer: 

As Rachel couldn’t say ‘Goodbye’ in person, she asked that the following be included in our first 
newsletter: 

Dear parents, children, staff, PTA and BOM, 

It feels very strange to be writing this knowing that it means I won’t be seeing you all this Sep-

tember and that I can’t say what I’d like to say in person. As you probably know by now, I’ve been given a 

new teaching job in Meath and am leaving Dublin. New starts are always exciting but this feels bitter-

sweet as I have spent eight years working in Kilternan and I’m sad to be saying goodbye to such a won-

derful place where I’ve been so happy. 

 

Kilternan is where I started my teaching career and my time here has helped shape me as a teacher 

and on a personal level also. Over the years, I have been lucky enough to teach so many amazing children 

and work alongside such dedicated parents and staff members. The atmosphere in the school, and indeed 

the wider community, is so warm and welcoming and I’ve always been bowled over at the level of support, 

care and interest people have shown to me. For that, I will be ever grateful. 

 

My main reason for wanting to write this letter was to say a huge thank you to all in Kilternan, 

you have all made my time there such a positive experience. I wish you all the best for the coming school 

year and although I will miss the place and the people, I have enough fond memories in stock to keep me 

going until we meet again, hopefully in the not too distant future. 

All my best, 

 Rachel Plummer 

Parish Life: News from the School 
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 House Captains: 
 
There are four houses in the school – green, white, orange and purple and when you join the 
school you are assigned to a particular house. Siblings would always be in the same house. Dur-
ing the year there are various house competitions and the house with the most points at the 
end of the school year wins. It is a Sixth Class privilege to be a House Captain. This title is 
acquired by being voted for by your class peers. Congratulations to this year’s House Cap-
tains: 
 
White House: Harry Corrigan & Clara Stanley   
Orange House: Pierce Ryan & Brooke Brownell 
Green House: Diarmuid Noonan & Alex Colbert 
Purple House: Evan Fitzsimons & Andrew Rigney 
 
School Committees: 
 
We are so lucky to benefit from the generosity of the staff’s time in all the added extras 
they bring and give to our school. Over the next week or so pupils will be hearing how they can 
become involved in the following initiatives: 
 
Green Schools – Ms Melanie Huston & Ms Louise MacMahon 
Student Council – Mr Ethan Byrne & Ms Katie England 
Science Initiative – Ms Louise MacMahon, Ms Jenny Faulkner & Ms Katie England 
Active Schools – Ms Ruth Thorpe, Ms Arlene Carter & Ms Helen Kingston 
Santry Races – Ms Arlene Carter 
Playworks – Ms Helen Kingston, Mrs Arlene Brislane & Sheelagh 
School Displays – Ms Tanya Cave & Ms Melanie Huston 
Seachtain Na Gaeilge – Ms Leigh Morton & Ms Helen Kingston  

Here’s to an exciting and fun-filled year 

 

Parish Life: News from the School 

FINTAN KEOGH 

086 268 5865 
(Local Taxi Service) 

TAXI FOR HIRE 
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As we are thankful for the harvest, we are 
mindful of God’s call to share it. This year we 
welcome the Revd Ása Björk Ólafsdóttir the 
Vicar of Christ Church, Dun Laoghaire to speak 
about an outreach project called the Dining 
Room.  
 
Volunteers at the Dining Room, which is sup-
ported by a broad range of churches in the ar-
ea, are putting the Gospel into action providing 
hot lunches for homeless people, the elderly 
and those experiencing food poverty and loneli-
ness. Volunteers provide more than just food 
though, they also offer a friendly face, someone 
to talk to and they treat all who come through 
the door with respect. 
 
The Dining Room first opened on February 24 
2014 and since then the numbers coming for 
lunch between 12.00 noon and 2.00 pm on 
Mondays, Tuesdays and Thursdays have grown 
steadily to as many as 50 people a day. A team 
of volunteers from all walks of life help to run 
the venture, cooking the food, serving it and 
cleaning up afterwards. As much as possible 
the chefs use fresh ingredients to create the 
nutritious food. The meals are free to all but 
those who can, give a donation. 
 
The need for something like the Dining Room 
struck Ása as soon as she arrived in Dun 
Laoghaire in January 2013. “I started to see the 
homeless people. The word got out that there 
was a new Vicar and people started to come 
looking for food – I always feed people if they 
are hungry,” she explains. “Then I spoke to 
someone who had started a bus which came to 
Dun Laoghaire on Monday evenings bringing 
soup and sandwiches. I went along and started 
bringing pasta bolognaise but I still knew I had 
to do something more.” 
There is a homeless shelter in Dun Laoghaire 

where clients receive food in morning and eve-

nings but they must leave after breakfast. She  

Looking Ahead 

began to think about opening a drop in centre where 
they could provide a hot meal at lunchtime for people 
but also company and simple human contact. She 
hopes that those suffering from addiction might ben-
efit from having full stomachs in the middle of the 
day. 
 
Ása says she always wears her clerical collar when in 
the Dining Room because she wants people to know 
that they are in a Christian environment. “I don’t dis-
cuss religion with people unless they start the conver-
sation and even then I am really careful,” she ex-
plains. “God comes to us where we are. This is about 
putting the Gospel into practice.” 
 
The food served comes from a number of sources. 
Most is bought from money raised or donated to the 
Dining Room. Some is donated by a local supermar-
ket.  
The meal, tea/coffee and chat was meeting in Dun 
Loaghaire Parish hall but has subsequently moved to 
Dun Laoghaire Evangelical Church, Lower Gle-
nageary Road, Dun Laoghaire. There is also a Face-
book page at https://www.facebook.com/
thediningroomdunlaoghaire or anyone is welcome to 
drop in. 
  
 

Harvest 2016 

 

Community Harvest on the Friday the 7th October: The Dining Room 

https://www.facebook.com/thediningroomdunlaoghaire
https://www.facebook.com/thediningroomdunlaoghaire
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Harvest 2016 

 
Sunday Harvest: The Seeds of Transformation 

 
On Harvest Sunday we will be using a liturgy of seeds and soil called ‘In the Beginning’ by Joy Mead of the 
Iona Community. 
If the community harvest on Friday challenges us to think locally about sharing God’s abundance, our Sun-
day harvest will challenge us globally. A reflection will be offered by Christian Aid on the theme Seeds of 
Transformation. 

 

This year’s Harvest prayer comes from Esther Musili, executive director of ADSE, a branch of the Anglican 
Church in Kenya. 

 
O Lord our God,  

We pray that the seed we sow  
today will bring a harvest that  

causes continued dew upon the  
earth to sustain the seed in our hands.  

May we always have seed to sow  
and rejoice when we see the  

transformation that reflects the image  
of God in your people all over the  

world. Amen.  

Looking Ahead 

 
  PANORAMA MAGAZINE OUT THIS MONTH: 
  Local News Round up: 
 

    THREE pages of Planning Applications 
    Why not join Balally Parish 400 Club 
    Dublin South FM Radio comes of age 
    Dundrum Credit Union receives DLRCoCo award 
    Kilternan A.E. Classes enrolment 10th-14th September 
    Round-up of summer activities 
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Pilgrims at the Pub 

 
Pilgrim is a 6 session programme which we will be 
starting on 12 October at 8:00.  Rather than meeting 
in church or the church hall, we have decided to 
meet in a local pub. The Golden Ball has agreed to 
give us the back bar which if you know the venue is 
filled with lovely sofas and soft chairs.  We will gath-
er together over some food, coffee or something 
harder if you would prefer, and look at the pilgrim 
programme together.   
It’s based on three key ideas: 
 
 Faith is like anything, if we exercise and take 

care of it, it will flourish, if we neglect it, it will 
wither.   

 Faith sometimes looks different when we get out 
of church and change the angle at which we look 
at it.  

 Community is important. Each of us experiences 
faith differently. We are all pilgrims on our own 
journey, and we have something to learn from 
one another.  While Sunday is still the day for 
christian worship, gathering together in small 
groups help us to get to know one another bet-
ter.  

‘Pilgrim: A Course for the Christian Journey’ is a pro-
gramme recently published by the Anglican church, 
with an emphasis on ‘participation, not persuasion’. 
It is an open programme for everyone on the Chris-
tian journey, for those who are new to the journey, 
and for those who may have been journeying for a 
long time.  
Pilgrim encourages you to think and explore; and to 
dip you toe into the experience at whatever level 
works for you. It’s also a great chance to get to know 
others a bit better. 
 
At Pilgrim, no one is ever put on the spot, no one is 
signing their life away (you can come to one and 
never come back if it’s not for you), no one is ex-
pected to have any prior knowledge (it’s not a test), 
and no one is cast out for having a difference of 
opinion. 
 
A big part of pilgrim is simply getting to know one 
another better.    
If you are interested and want to find out more, con-
tract Rev Rob Clements on 0871496605 or at rec-
tor@kilternanparish.ie. We will have 4 sessions this 
side of Christmas (12 Oct, 26 Oct, 9 Nov and 23 
Nov), and two after (dates to be determined) 

Looking Ahead 
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The Kilternan Parish Flower & Chancel Guild Is 
Looking For Your Help—Flower Arrangers  
Needed 
 

Would you be able to do a flower arrangement to sit in the alcoves behind the Holy Table 
once or maybe twice a year? You don’t have to have done any flower arranging courses or 
be naturally brilliant at it – a simple bunch of flowers in two vases all it takes. 
If you are interested, please contact the under signed to find out more. 

Fern Jolley 
Email: fern.jolley@gmail.com  Tel: 087 623 9447 

 

KEEPING IT GREEN – A NOTE TO ALL READERS: 
 

If you would prefer to read/or receive your Kilternan Klips online………  
Please let the parish office know. 

Looking Beyond 

 

 
A PORCH 

 
Sure, I started to tile the outside porch 

And a mess of it I made 
Through carelessness and inattention 

To the requirements of the trade. 
 

I rushed into it headlong 
And didn’t square it as I ought 

Mixed adhesive and stuck down vertical tiles, 
Some crooked leaving me wroth. 

 
Taking hurried measurements in the dusk 

And cutting a tile awry, 
Oh! The shame of it was awful  

When the flaws I did espy. 
 

Nothing for it but to hack off tiles 
That I was loth to do, 

Just had to try and contain myself  
Not do other things I’d rue. 

 
Slow down workman and take more care 

Err on the cautious side, if any. 
Eventually the task was acceptably done  

And a prayer offered up? nay, many! 
 

                                              William D                  August 2016 

mailto:fern.jolley@gmail.com
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Scrabble At Glebe House 
 
 

O 
ver 8 years ago, soon after the first residents moved in, the parish Mothers’ Union branch was asked to set 
up a weekly rota to play Scrabble at Glebe House.  The much-appreciated weekly sessions continue with a 

small group of volunteers from the parish and wider community.   
 

T 
o maintain the rota new volunteers would be welcome.  If you, or someone you know, have a couple of 
hours free some Monday or Tuesday afternoons and would like to help out, please make contact initially 

with Mary at 087 987 7377. 

Dublin and Glendalough Parishioners Urged Help to Plot Historic Trail of United 
Dioceses:  
 
A new trail of Dublin and Glendalough’s historic objects and places is being compiled to celebrate the 800th 
anniversary of the unification of the dioceses. ‘A History Trail of the United Dioceses of Dublin and  
Glendalough’ will highlight objects, artefacts and stories from parishes throughout the United Dioceses and 
they will be nominated by the parishioners and clergy of the dioceses. Together they will highlight the vibrant 
tapestry of the wonderful and beautiful objects and places of interest that make up Dublin and Glendalough. 
 
Every parish in the dioceses has a story to tell, whether it be 
a person from history buried in the graveyard, an ancient 
font or high cross or beautiful stained glass window. Now is 
the time for them all to shine. 
The top nominations will be compiled into an image based 
trail of objects of historical significance which will traverse 
the dioceses from rural to urban. The downloadable booklet 
will consist of a series of images of the objects and places of 
interest and an illustrated map to show where they can be 
found. 
The booklet will be designed by award winning illustrator, 
Mark Wickham. It will be made available to download from 
the diocesan website. 
 
So we have been challenged to get nominating.  I (your rector) are a fairly new blow in to the area so I lack the 
local knowledge.  But you might be aware of hidden gems or well-known historical points of interest and  
stories from the past. 
 
If so, forward the information to me, or to: dublinandglendalough800@gmail.com.   
 
The closing date for nominations is September 20 2016. 
 

Looking Beyond 
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KIDS KORNER 

The Lost Sheep 

 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus and Jesus 

welcomed them all.   But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “If Jesus were 

truly from God, he wouldn’t mix with those good-for-nothings”, they said. 

 Jesus knew what they were thinking. He told this story:   “Imagine that you were a shep-

herd, with a flock of one hundred sheep.  You would know each one and you’d know exactly 

what made each sheep different.   So imagine how you’d feel if one went missing.   You’d go 

looking for it straight away.    You’d leave the ninety nine sheep in a safe pasture and go out 

into the hills to search every last  nook and cranny.   And when you found your lost sheep, 

you’d pick it up carefully and carry it back home.   Then, when you’d made the sheep safe for 

the night, you’d gather your friends together for a party.  That’s how glad you would be”. 

De-coder 
Each number represents a letter of the alphabet.  Substitute the correct letter 

for the numbers to reveal the coded words 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
14-18-19-6-5-15-24-11-17 ___________________  21-14-18-15-20-2  ___________________ 
 
21-24-11-20-2  ___________________  6-24-3-15   ___________________ 
 
6-15-4-13-15-20  ___________________  14-15-10-15-20-5  ___________________ 
 
10-4-14-4-8-1-15  ___________________  17-6-15-15-10  ___________________ 
 
1-24-17-5   ___________________  14-15-12-24-18-25-15   __________________ 

Hand Print Lamb craft 
 
You will need:-    1 sheet of black construction paper, pritt stick, a white pencil or a silver marker, cotton 
balls and a pair of wiggly eyes (optional) 
Instructions: 
 place your hand on the black construction paper, your fingers should be slightly 

spread but the thumb should be out as far as possible. and trace your hand with a 
white pencil or a silver marker. Your fingers will be the legs and your thumb will be 
the head 

 Cut out your handprint and glue cotton balls all over the handprint but leave the 
tips of the fingers and the thumb cotton free. 

Dear God, thank you for taking such good care of us just like a shepherd cares 
for his sheep. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

L D M A T H Z B W P U J V R E X S I G N F Y Q O C K 

https://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.woojr.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2009%2F06%2Fhandprint-easter-lamb.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.woojr.com%2Feasy-easter-and-spring-handprint-crafts%2F&docid=qZ7ahvo6bAbkJM&tbnid=DgpmCleUuA2GmM%3A&w
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