
             June 2009

The Rector Writes: 

Special services in Kilternan over May and June.

May and June this year have had their fair share of special services – each being quite special in many 
ways.  

On Pentecost, 31st May we celebrated the gift of the Spirit to Jesus’ disciples and to his Church. Each 
of us has been given the gift of God’s Spirit, his power and love, to enable us to be his people and 
Church in m any different ways.  Think of all the people in the parish and parish school who give of 
their time and talents to assist and support in a variety of ways in the ongoing activities and witness 
of the church and school.  We thank each and every one of them.  

Trinity Sunday 7thJune: The parish celebrated Ruth Elmes’ completion of training in the church of 
Ireland Theological Institute and her forthcoming making of deacon in Christ Church Cathedral on 
Sunday 21st June.   Ruth will  serve her first curacy in  Stillorgan parish which includes St. Brigid’s 
church and All Saints church.  There she will be curate assistant to the Reverend Ian Gallagher. 
In dialogue with the rector, Ruth spoke powerfully of her call to the ordained ministry; of her initial 
reluctance to respond positively and the peace she found when finally she answered God’s call.  
Ruth also spoke of being raised in a rectory family and of seeing her father, one-time Archdeacon of 
Killaloe,  Kilfenora,  Clonfert  and  Kilmacduagh,  rector  of  Birr  and chaplain  of  Gurteen  Agricultural 
College and mother quietly touch the lives of many and diverse people. 
In her own life Ruth has met with personal loss and sadness.  These, she said, were not “visited” upon 
people by God.  Indeed God is there even in the midst of these situations, comforting, strengthening 
and carrying us through.  This strong Christian faith and the love of family, friends and parishioners 
of Kilternan helped her greatly in those dark days.  
Ruth’s family and her friends in Kilternan Parish are proud of her, none more so than her children 
Jessica and Jonathon.  At the end of the service parishioners were delighted to present Ruth with a 
piece of Dublin Crystal glass engraved with the Parish Church of Kilternan and a cheque.  Before we 
left the church the choir regaled us with the ode printed elsewhere in this magazine.
The service was followed by refreshments in the hall.
Ruth will be made deacon in Christ Church Cathedral at 3.30pm on Sunday 21st June 2009.  

On the first Sunday after Trinity, 14th June, in a special valedictory service, now an annual fixture, we 
were delighted to welcome children of 6th class in Kilternan Church of Ireland National School who, 
with Mrs. Arlene Brislane their teacher, led our service of special prayers, hymns and a presentation 
of the young people’s hopes and fears as they finish their important time in Kilternan and now move on 
to start a new chapter of their lives in secondary school.  This is always a bitter-sweet occasion for 
the  young  people  and  their  families  –  the  excitement  of  moving  on  moderated  somewhat  by  the 



thought of leaving the familiar and comfortable school of their youth.  Thank you to the young people 
and to Mrs. Brislane for the moving service.  

Have you noticed how the Church’s year is often divided into 40 day periods? - The 40 days and nights 
of Lent, and the period from Easter Day to the Ascension, for example. 

Easter itself – witnessing to the wonder of the Resurrection as Jesus revealed himself to Mary in the 
garden and to the disciples in the upper room, on the road to Emmaus, at breakfast on the seashore 
and in the breaking of bread.  Can you find and read these accounts in the bible? 

The  disciples,  eye-witnesses  to  Jesus’  death  and  resurrection,  spoke  to  us  powerfully  as  in  the 
readings in the Book of Acts of the Apostles, proclaiming their faith in the risen Lord, often in the 
face of opposition and persecution. 

The Ascension – 40 days after Easter.  As God sends his only Son Jesus into the world that he might 
save the world, so also we see the risen Lord ascending to glory at the right hand of the Father.  John 
sees Jesus’ birth, death, resurrection and the ascension and the giving of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost 
as being one saving event – see The Litany, part 3 on page 176 of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Pentecost – the gift of God’s Spirit on all who come to him and believe in his name.  We often call the 
Holy Spirit “the giver of life.”  It might be helpful to think of God’s Spirit come upon us as fertilizing 
our lives that we might grow and deepen our faith and so produce the fruit of the Spirit in love and 
joy and peace.

Easter: Matthew 28:1-10.   Mark 16:1-8 and 9-20.   Luke 24:1-12, 24:13-27, 28-32 and 33-44.   John 
20:1-18, 18-29 and 21:1-14.
Pentecost:  Acts 2:1-21 

Holy Week and Easter

At this remove suffice to say that this was a special time for parishioners and others to draw close to 
the Cross of Christ and to be embraced in his saving love.  Particular thanks to Mr Noel Dawson who 
spoke so personally and effectively of God’s healing; to Bishop Eamonn Walsh who by his presence and 
his humility as well as his words illuminated the celebration of the Lord’s Supper on Maundy Thursday; 
to Mr Terry Lilburn who spoke with us on the Wednesday of Holy Week; and to the faithful choir and 
its director Ann Keary who led our worship so beautifully throughout the week.

Sunrise Service at the Leadmines Chimney was one of those moments where one could say “It 
was good to be there!”  That sense of purpose and hope continued into later services in church 
at 8.30am and 10.30am.  To all who joined in our worship at Eastertide thank you and well 
done.  I hope it was a special time for you.  David 

Parish registers 

Holy Baptism: Sunday 3rd May, Emily Woods, daughter of Denis and Maribel
Sunday 17th May, Cormac Athey, son of Alan and Neasa.
Sunday 24th May Matilda Faulkner, daughter of Andrew and Margaret.
Sunday 31st May, Ruby Gordon, daughter of Michael and Caroline.
We pray for God’s blessing on all these little ones as they begin their life’s journey in the Christian 
faith.  



Holy Matrimony: On Saturday 6th June Gillian Storey and Ian Browne.  We wish this young couple every 
happiness in their married life together and pray for God’s continued blessings on them. 

Condolences to the following and their families 
Pat Carey on the death of his mother.
Family and friends of the late Philip Spencer.
Sarah Tilson on the death of her aunt in England.
Aideen Creswell whose sister died. 
Alfie Holt on the death of his sister.
Kay Flynn following the death of her mother.

Parish Family Fun Day and Fête – Raffle Prize-Winners 

1st prize - A Week-End For Two In White’s Hotel Wexford 
Sponsor:  Des Kennedy, Stepaside Post Office and Spar Supermarket 
Winner: Jenny Darlington

2nd prize - A Patchwork Quilt 
Sponsor – Mrs. Cave 
Winner: Aine Morrison 

3rd prize - Original Painting By Artist And Sponsor Kate Beddell 
Winner: Norman Williams 

Other Prizes & Winners are as follows:
Beauty Treatment Session – Vanity Rooms, Stepaside.
Winner: Pamela Murphy 

Bathroom Ambience Light
Winner: Dorothy Barrett 

Philips Picture/Photo Digital Frame
Winner Cara Martin 

The American Restaurant – Dinner For Two 
Winner: Harry O’Neill 

Bottles Of Wine 
Winners: Richard Bourke, Ann Whelan, Kyle Moffatt and Deirdre Kenny 

Leisureplex, Quasar And Bowling Prizes 
Winners: Fergus Thompson, Maeve Ryan and Jack Harrington

We are most grateful to all the sponsors of the prizes and of course to the purchasers of tickets! 
Thank you for your continuing support.

KILTERNAN BROWNIE GUIDE PACK
It has been a busy time for Brownies since Easter working to achieve interest badges.  With the 
weather letting us down a lot of work was done indoors.  The girls had great fun taking part in the mini 
Olympics for Athletes badge, a painting workshop for Artist badge, and a very fun filled concert for 



Entertainers badge.   Kilternan Brownies are a very  talented bunch!!!  -  beautiful  singers,  dancers, 
gymnasts, poets and actors, all  potential  stars.  We finish soon for the summer with a picnic and 
treasure hunt in Marlay park, please may the sun shine.

Maria Ronan Brown Owl / Sally McFerran Snowy Owl.

Kilternan Guides 
Caption for photo Left to right the picture shows Freda Keady,  Ruth Court,  Jayne Callaghan and 
Sinead Walsh who recently received their Gold Award. 

Kilternan Beavers 
The Beavers had a very busy year.  In October new beavers were invested and four received their one 
year badge.  We had two walks to the dolmen up behind the Beaver’s hall, one at the beginning of the 
beaver’s year and we visited again recently as the evenings have become brighter.  A hike up the Scalp 
in November was a great day out.

At Christmas we joined with the Ladybirds to sing carols for the residents of Glebe House.  We had 
two other outings, one to Imaginosity and saw a really enjoyable version of Peter Pan at the Pavilion 
Theatre in Dun Laoghaire. 

A map-reading trail at Fernhill Gardens in May worked up an appetite for a cook-out with sausages etc. 
Also  in  May  the  whole  of  Kilternan  Scout  Troop  including  Beavers,  Cubs,  Scouts  and  Venturers 
embarked on a sponsored walk at Knocksink Woods in Enniskerry.  We had a lovely afternoon for the 
walk which we all really enjoyed.

Paula O’Donnell

Kilternan Cubs 
Kilternan Cubs meet every Thursday evening during term time in the Church Hall.  There are four 
leaders who give their time to make it happen.  We combine games, scouting activities, projects and 
“badge work”.  When a cub has completed the work required for a badge he will bring it along to show 
the other boys.  Badges the boys have earned recently include: athlete, photographer, artist, chef, 
reading, musician, pet care, home help, collector and handyman.  As the Summer comes we try to get 
outdoors as much as possible.  Among the activities we have had recently are a Sugarloaf hike, planting 
seeds, road safety, orienteering, papier maché, conservation night, a Lough Dan hike, kite flying and a 
visit to the dolmen with a scavenger hunt.  

We have various activities planned over the next six weeks or so  including making bottle rockets 
(always popular!), cooking, first aid and, to end the season, our one night Summer Camp which this year 
will be at Lough Dan campsite. 

Michael O’Dea, Cub Section Leader, 10th Kilternan Scout Group.
www.kilternanscouts.com

10th Dublin Kilternan Scouts Report For Summer Term.
We started the term really well by winning the all county Cup in Larch hill.  This was very close at the end 
with only a few points between us and Kilmacud out of a total of 1500 points!  We now send our best team 
forward to enter the all Ireland competition called the Phoenix in August.  The points are awarded on 
the camp lay out, pioneering, cooking and hygiene, as well as map and survival skills.

We helped at the parish fete and filled a few skips by the time we were finished.  Then on Sunday May 10th 
we had our sponsored hike in which the scouts alone raised over €800 for the group.

http://www.kilternanscouts.com/


For the next few weeks we practiced our skills to go rock climbing in Dalkey quarry with an instructor. 
All the scouts look forward to this.  Our parent and son camp  was on the 6/7th of June.
June 14th -  Finally we will be showing off our skills to all the families and friends at the scouting skills 
day.  Any member who brings a friend gets them a special scarf that day.

We look forward to next year which is our Centenary year, 1910-2010.
Yours in Scouting,

Heather Niland. Scout Leader.

Choir Trip To Youghal

It was with great anticipation that the Kilternan Church Choir headed to Youghal, on Saturday April 
25th, to attend and sing at Sunday Service at the Collegiate church of St Mary the Virgin at the invite 
of Father Michael Thompson.  This ancient place has been the site of continuous Christian witness, 
worship and prayer for over 1300 years.  The building dates from the year 1200.  The church is now a 
National Monument of Ireland, under the care of the Government, through Youghal Urban District 
Council.  It is of enormous historical importance and thought to be the finest church building in the 
island of Ireland.  Its cruciform shape is symbolic of the truth that the very existence of the Church 
is dependent upon the death and resurrection of Christ.  

With Easter was just behind us the choir had been very busy preparing for Holy Week, so with little 
time in hand we anxiously prepared for our visit to Youghal.  Like most things in life, and under the 
wonderful and intense supervision of our Choir Mistress Ann, we finally felt ready and duly prepared 
to take on the task in hand.

Our numbers were small but our enthusiasm great.  Due to busy lives outside of Choir not all members 
were able to join us.  I mention Olive Walker in particular whose youngest decided that he would break  
his arm and need surgery just two days before we were due to leave.  She was greatly missed as were 
Tom and Adrian.  However we welcomed the youngest and newest member of the choir, baby Jack, 
whose behaviour throughout the weekend was exceptional.  Jack is the latest addition to David and 
Isabel's family.  And so on Saturday morning at 10.30 we left the church in Kilternan and headed off 
in convoy.

Our  pit  stop  on  the  way  down  was  taken  just  before  the  village  of  Camolin  in  a  gem  of  a 
garden/interiors/cafe centre.  I recommend a walk around the shop for all you avid retail therapists if 
you are ever passing through Camolin!  So with teas, coffees and many large slices of whatever took 
our fancy we were ready for the final leg of the journey.  At this point I must make a public apology to 
Linda on behalf of Rachel and myself for drinking your herbal tea!  We wondered why it had tasted a 
little different than expected after we had poured our milk in!  Finally we arrived in Youghal early 
afternoon and settled ourselves into the Avonmore House B&B.  After a really nice lunch and a chat 
(yes eating again) we headed to St Mary's church for practice only to find that all doors were closed. 
We sent Geoffrey on a walk about looking for an open door or keys from the church house but to no 
avail.  However even from outside we could see that this was a truly majestic building, surrounded by 
equally beautiful buildings.  It appears that time has forgotten this place as it remains completely 
unravaged by modern life.  (Once outside its gates, however, continuous road-works have apparently 
become a deterrent for many parishioners.)

Unfortunately  due to  unforeseen  circumstances we would have to  wait  until  Sunday to  enter  the 
church of St Mary.  At this point Alfie was so taken with the church we nearly left him behind!  But 
not too disheartened we headed back to the B&B and were allowed to take over the sitting room, 
where to Ann's delight there was a piano, so all was not lost!  Under Ann's direction once again we 



practiced and tweaked for almost two hours.  David joined in with great enthusiasm, hymn book in one 
hand and baby Jack in the other; now who said that men can't multitask.

After practice it  was time to ready ourselves for dinner.  Ann had booked a table in  the bar of 
Aherne’s on Youghal’s Main Street which was only a hop skip and a jump away.  At this point our 'alto  
line' had arrived.  Helen and her daughter Aisling, who kindly joined us for additional support, finally 
got  to  Youghal  after  a  very  busy  day  in  Dublin  and  a  round-the-world  journey  due  to  the  usual 
misadventures of travelling on the M50 South Bound.  I have to say that the food was an experience in 
itself, it was excellent and the staff very attentive.  It had the atmosphere of the best New York 
Upper East Side eateries and it was elegant and chic to say the least.  I can safely say that everybody 
enjoyed their food and the banter.  Baby Jack's company was also enjoyed as we all insisted that 
Isabel take a rest from holding the baby; mind you nobody offered to do the middle of the night 
feeds! 

And so at about 10 30 we wound things up and most of us decided to hit the hay - of course there are 
always exceptions to the rule!  Lights out, Rachel and I settled to sleep – or so we thought - after 
reading National Geographics dated 2005 and 2006 respectively care of the B&B.  My phone started 
ringing and on the third call I decided that I would have to answer it - the exceptions to the rule had 
found themselves with no keys and locked out.  Finally the door was opened for them at 1.15 and as you 
can imagine they will never be allowed to live it down.  No names mentioned but you know who you are!

And so to St Mary's . . . After another practice and a hearty breakfast (yes eating yet again!) we 
made our way to Church.  It was worth the wait.  This Church is a must if you are travelling towards 
Cork.  It is simply beautiful.  I always think that there are some Church's where you feel nearer to 
God,  well,  this is one of them.  We started to practice once again this time accompanied by the 
Organist and Master of the Clerk's Choral Ian Sexton.  He was extremely accommodating and with 
the exception of our anthem fitted all  our pieces into the order of service.   The rector  Father 
Michael arrived and readily greeted us and welcomed us to his church.

And so it began - we were nervous but Ann needn't have worried as all went well; we had a few wobbles 
but then who wouldn’t given that we had left the comfort of our pews in Kilternan.  It was both an 
honour and a pleasure to sing in such a beautiful church.  For me the singing of the psalm was most 
rewarding, it seemed so appropriate given our surroundings.  I think that the rector's sermon summed 
up  what our  experience  was all  about:  sometimes  you  have to  take yourself  out  of your  familiar 
surroundings to experience something new, that you can't always presume that you know what is going 
to happen or that you now it all, or even what comes next.  

The parishioners were very welcoming and gracious with tea and biscuits after the service.  They gave 
us potted histories of the church and some of us made our way around to look at the side chapels etc.  
And let me tell you, as a parish in Kilternan experiencing heating issues on Sunday mornings - we are 
not alone!
 
The rector welcomed all back to the rectory for lunch afterwards and once again shone; while I could 
not make it for lunch I believe that there was full and plenty and much fun to be had.  I will have to  
take that as a given.  And so it was back to base.  I was already anticipating the next trip away.  As a 
group, diverse in age, nature and background we had a wonderful time together, and it was definitely 
good to take ourselves away from the familiar and face the challenge.  Like those who travelled the 
road to Damascus, we ‘found’ ourselves on the road to Youghal!

From all the choir:  many thanks to those who made it happen:
Ann Keary - Our musical director extraordinaire.



David Moynan - Our thanks for encouraging us to leave behind the familiar.
Fr Michael Thompson:  For allowing us the pleasure of being part of Sunday Service.
Ian Sexton:  For accompanying us on our musical journey.

Mary Burdock

A Big Thank You!
Adrian and June Empey wish to thank the parishioners of Kilternan for their very kind gifts on the 
last Sunday of March.  Daphne Athey took us completely by surprise when she presented these much-
appreciated, and totally unexpected, gifts at the end of the service.  I would like to say how much I 
appreciated  the  help  and  hospitality  that  I  received  from  parishioners,  and  not  least  from  the 
churchwardens or those who stood in for them in the course of those three months.  Suffice to say 
that the warmth of the congregation was in inverse ratio to the temperature of the church!!

Confirmation 2010
Calling people young or old who may wish to be confirmed in their Christian faith.  Candidates, and 
parents,  who may have intended  presenting  for  confirmation  in  2009 kindly  held  off  due to  the 
rector’s  absence  which  made  for  difficulties  in  preparing  for  this  important  event.   Names  and 
numbers  of  those  wishing  to  be  confirmed  in  2010  have  now  to  be  sent  to  the  Archbishop. 
Accordingly, if you wish to be confirmed in 2010 please let me know as soon as possible.  Numbers 
presenting will  determine when and where the service  will  be held –  possibly  in  Kilternan,  but no 
guarantees! 
I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible.  

David

Tuesday Club
May Outing to the Zoo:- On the 12th May a group met at Wynns Hotel in Abbey Street at 11.30 
a.m. and we went in for a cuppa.  Wynn's has an interesting history.  The Irish Volunteers were 
founded there at a meeting in 1913.  In 1916 it was burned down and then rebuilt in 1926.  We got a 
No 10 bus to Infirmary Road which is about 5 minutes walk from the Zoo.  The day was blustery and 
cool but the sun shone after a while and this helped a lot.  

The Zoo has improved immensely over the past 20 years or so.  On arrival we went for a meal in the 
Meercat Restaurant and later visited the City Farm where we saw the tiniest pony foal we ever set
eyes on.  There were strange pigs, goats and their kids, rabbits and much else here.  We walked the 
Kaziranga forest trail which wound intriguingly past  elephants.  We witnessed the feeding of the 
sea  lions  with  herons  looking  on  greedily  and  longingly.  Some of  us  entered  the  African  Plains 
compound and on the way back saw Hippos playing in a pool, one completely turning over sideways as it 
passed us.   A  film crew were  in  action  in  the  Zoo  and  their  work  is  to  be  shown on  TV one 
afternoon in September.  Altogether an interesting outing and around 4 p.m. we retraced our way 
home tired yet wildly animated.

June Outing -  As a group of members were setting off for Heuston Station  on 9th June, I was 
preparing to attend a funeral in Co. Louth.  The day was blessed with fine weather and the club group 
had a pleasant train trip to Carlow town and a few hours there.  According to a report from Lydia the 
visit  was enjoyed by the members.   A nice meal in McHugh’s Hotel  was followed by small  parties 
exploring the town at will and meeting again at the rail station at 4.00pm for the return to Dublin.
I intend to set a day aside to follow in their footsteps! 

Next outing is on 14 July by rail to Athlone, leaving Heuston Station at 11.10 am 
WDH



SUNRISE SERVICE LEADMINES 2009

Peeping out the door at a canopy of blue
A full moon on the crest of Three Rock too 
The dawn chorus louder leaving the home 
And I travelling at five thirty a.m. alone.

With the driver window partly ajar
Tit notes piping reached my ear
Beyond and above the Ballycorus height
A star in the east reflected its light.

Stopping the car at Barnaslingan Wood
John Dunne and his dog ahead of me strode
Changing footwear I climbed the same route
While in meadows about I heard four pheasant hoot.

‘Twos a lovely, still and peaceful morn
Only broken by welcome birdsong
As I reached the smelter at six o one
Hymn singing there had just begun.

I joined the ring of twenty odd
Standing round a fire worshipping God
A Paschal fire which Mick set aflame 
Thoughts of St. Patrick on the Hill of Slane.

Rev. David led the prayers, vows and singing
Adults and young people set voices ringing
With the service complete, drinks and eats were shared
And home fried sausages by Geraldine prepared.

The company included Isobel, Bernard and Gay,
Barbara, Carol and Tom too on this Easter day.
The sun arose and splendidly shone 
A fitting response to a lovely dawn.

With Geraldine, down the path I went 
And along the way, to our interests gave vent. 
Saw whins in yellow and blackthorn white,
Dandelions still sleeping and stitchwort bright.

With the sun in full glow and no wind around 
This Easter morn was gloriously crowned.
The complete antithesis of the year before
With its perishing cold and the tempest's roar.

William D
12/04/09

THE 2008 BUDGET
The Celtic tiger had gone away



The building boom deflated
Housing had reached unbearable prices 
Interest rates had inflated

The banks and lenders had fuelled the economy
With development loans and mortgages
But sub prime lending globally
Led to bad debts and funding shortages

The government went to aid the banks
As the credit crunch arrived
Earning considerable acclaim and praise
For the remedies contrived

The economy was in dire straits
So an early budget was held
For there was a deficit of millions
And the problem had to be quelled

On 17th October Budget Day came
And the country listened with awe
By the time Brian Lenehan had finished his speech
For the government there was little grá

Next day there were ructions on radio
And Brian had quite a rough time
Querulous ladies were ringing in
Who thought it a terrible crime

The over seventies with income 
Exceeding the OAP
Would lose medical card entitlement 
And much the poorer be

The ship of state was in trouble
With mutiny on the bounty again
What will the over seventies do? 
Will they cave in or go insane?

The plan to drop the medical card
Dropped Fianna Fail in the stew 
With a back bencher resigning
How many more will too ?

Now, a government T.D. resigning
With some more threatening to go
Is a great, great galvaniser
For the government to backward row

A march of many white heads was planned
For some few days ahead



But before that day had come to pass 
To revision the government was led

There were calls for an apology 
This was given and I don't know why
For the old never had such excitement
As a week or so passed by

The white heads came, the halt and the lame
Farmers cribbed and the students too
In Molesworth Street the teachers marched
As aggravation grew

There were changes and more changes
‘Til a satisfactory outcome reached
The bank crisis reached a crescendo
Then other problems were beached.

William  D
Dec 2008.

Letter to the Editor
Terry,

Your topical article on Euro Saving in the last Klips took my fancy - well done!  As the only person I 
know who does still darn socks, as well as mending lots of other things, I've been Eurosaving for years) 
We have a large compost heap, collect some of our autumn leaves for leafmold and recently attached a 
water tank to one of our downpipes to collect rainwater for using on plants.  One other thing - I've a 
gadget for making the last little bits of soaps into one block!!

Some ideas come to mind, the first was one my sister was involved with in Scotland when  their 
children were small.  Don't know the going rate for baby-sitters now but believe it's a lot more than 
we ever paid!

 Organise  a  baby-sitting  circle  among  friends  and/or  neighbours.   This  involves  having  a 
voucher/credit system i.e. you earn credits for baby-sitting which you can then use to have a 
night out without the added expense of baby-sitters.

 While encouraging folk to grow their own, there may now also be opportunities to share any 
surplus.  Maybe bring to church, particularly on coffee Sundays, when a sharing table could be 
set up.

 At the same time, I would encourage folk to support the Kilternan Country Market where I 
believe they'll get keenly priced good wholesome products.

Well done on keeping things going (with one exception!) over the last months.
Regards,
Mary

KNOCKROSE GARDEN - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Knockrose  has  been  my  home  all  my  life  and  has  been  in  my  family  for  the  last  couple  of 
generations.  I grew up on the farm here, which sadly is not a working farm  any longer, but the 
lovely old outbuildings are still here along with a couple of acres.  It is in an idyllic location backed by 
mature mixed woodland and looking out over the Dublin mountains.



I have always been very interested in gardening, probably inherited from my mother  who really 
loved the land and indeed worked the farm herself along with the help of a  pair of farm horses. 
Seven years ago my husband Tom and I were persuaded by friends to 'open' our garden and with 
an awful lot of hard work we have been doing that ever since.  Our proceeds go to charity, usually a 
different one each year.

The garden here is a Cottage type including organic vegetables  and as any gardener  knows this 
particular type requires a lot of maintenance!  We really could do with  some assistance to help 
with the upkeep of the garden and to this end I'm wondering if there is anyone out there who would 
like to lend us a hand.  A couple of hours each week would be wonderful and I will gladly show non-
gardeners how to become gardeners!  We are very willing to share our skills (and maybe even some 
veggies if this summer is a good one!) with you in return for some weeding or whatever needs doing.
Contact Patricia or Tom Farrell at 01-2958371 / 087-6193455 
or email ttknockrose@eircom.net for further details.

AUSTRALIAN BUSHFIRE
Saturday 7th February 2009 will  remain etched in my memory for ever.  I had been in Melbourne, 
Australia for 2 weeks enjoying the company of family and friends, and trying to accustom myself to 
the heat, the like of which I had never experienced before.  Talk of the chances of bushfires was on 
everyone's lips; television and newspapers were warning people to be careful.  But no-one was prepared 
for the terrible loss of life, both human and wild, and the wiping out of entire townships that was 
about to take place.

About 11 am on 7th February a fire started on a hill and a howling northerly gale sent the blaze to 
townships on the outskirts of Melbourne.  High winds fanned the flames and a firestorm took hold, 
wiping out humans, wildlife and homes on the way.  So began a time of heartbreak and devastation. 
Calls to emergency service centres came from people trapped in houses, cars and huddled on their 
properties; counselling was later offered to operators who had to listen to people dying on the phone. 
Many of those who fled the fires early escaped with their lives; many left it too late, those setting 
out late in cars were blinded by smoke or swallowed by fireballs.  Friends of mine who live at Hanging 
Rock were threatened, they had their vehicles packed, including their three dogs, and were ready to 
go.  Luckily the wind turned away and the threat passed.

The huge effort to rescue wildlife was amazing.  Shelters were set up, and vets worked all hours 
assessing and treating animals; sadly many had to be put down but there were amazing recoveries. 
Many thousands perished however.  Sam the koala became famous when a Country Fire Authority 
Volunteer gave her a drink from his water bottle and saved her when he found her among the ashes. 
The black soles of her paws had been burned and without the water she may not have survived.  We 
also saw pictures on television of a cockatoo who had lost all his feathers, happily they grew back and 
he made a full recovery.

There were tales of outstanding bravery; so many risked their lives saving others, not least the many 
volunteer fire-fighters who in some cases lost their own homes.  It truly was a fire from hell, followed 
by  a  flood  of  generosity,  as  money,  food,  bedding,  clothing,  everyday  items,  and  offers  of 
accommodation, to mention but a few, flooded in.  Australians came together for the National Day of 
Mourning in  the Rod Laver arena on  22nd  February.   Those who perished in the bushfires will  be 
commemorated forever on Black Saturday, February 7th.

“There are no words of comfort 
That can hope to ease the pain 



Of losing homes and loved ones 
The memories will remain 
We weep our silent tears and find 
The strength to carry on 
You're not alone 
We are with you 
We are Australian.

There are so many heroes
Whose stories must be told
They fought the raging fires of hell
And saved so many souls
From the ashes of despair
Our towns will rise again
We mourn your loss
We will rebuild
We are Australian".  (Bruce Woodley)

Daphne Athey.

Kilternan Parish and School Annual Fête 2009

Firstly,  may I say a big thank you to all  who contributed to making this year’s fête a resounding 
success. 

After many months of hard work with Aisling and the rest of the fête committee I could not have 
wished for a better day.  Who could have imagined at 11am when most of us where soaked to the skin, 
along with two gazebos lost to the wind, that by afternoon we would be basking in sun and soaking up 
the great atmosphere.  The feeling of community spirit around the fête was fantastic.  Watching all 
the children having so much fun made all the preparation in the run up to the fete worth while.  This 
year we were fortunate to have so many helping out.  As a result this was much more enjoyable for 
those involved. 

I am still trying to get the thank you letters out to many local businesses along with the individuals 
who contributed more than their fair share of help.  Without this we would not have had as many 
fantastic attractions and would certainly not have realised the amount achieved.  Despite hard times 
hitting most of our pockets, it was great to see that we can still pull together and put on a fantastic 
day.

I know I am going to get into trouble with a few of you for saying this, but “roll on next year”!
Again many thanks
Emma Slowe

Kilternan Parish Junior Choir takes place in the bi-cententary celebrations of the Sunday School 
Society of Ireland:

On Friday 22nd May 2009, the Junior Choir travelled with Ann Keary, their director, to Rathfarnham 
Parish Church to join with junior choirs from Rathfarnham, Taney and St. Thomas’ Mount Merrion in 
this celebratory evening.  The choirs were backed by the Stedfast Band who played beautifully as 
usual using a wide-ranging repertoire. Imelda Morris, soloist, also entertained the large attendance 
with very appropriate songs.



Kilternan  Junior  Choir  were  first  up  and  sang  brilliantly  as  indeed  did  the  other  choirs.  Aisling 
Redbond, holder of the Junior Choir medal, read a lovely piece “The ascent of Everest,” by David 
Whitehead. 
Another  highlight  was  Georgia  Swann’s  brief  moment  of  glory  as  she  confidently  conducted  the 
Stedfast Band before summarily dismissing their efforts!  This was lovely night out for the choir and 
their families and a fitting celebration of the 200th anniversary of the Sunday School Society of 
Ireland 

A first hand account - 
First of all the choirs practised and then everybody went in to a big room back stage and had hot dogs 
and then we went out again and first the Stedfast band played then it was our turn.  It was scary at 
first then it changed from one to another.  At the end we went backstage again and we got JELLYS! 
It was so FUN! 

The mystery of the missing trestle table! 

Once upon a time a person asked to borrow a trestle table from the parish – just for a little bit of a 
party at the house.  “Oh we’ll be very careful with it.” 

“We would rather that only the timber trestles were borrowed as they are more robust and stand up 
to a lot of handling.  Would that suit you?” 
“Ah, we would rather have one of the lighter ones, we’ll be very careful with it.”

And  so  they  were,  so  careful  that  they  forgot  to  return  the  trestle.  The  parish  would  still  be 
delighted if the trestle was returned. Otherwise the parish will have to purchase another at quite 
considerable cost.  If the trestle was left in the school before the end of term that would do nicely, 
no questions asked and faith in human nature restored!  
The rector. 

Found in the church -a Cross biro.  Contact the rector 2952643 

Kilternan Church of Ireland School – 1st Communion.  
In St. Mary’s Church, Sandyford.
Saturday 23rd May 2009
For the children and their families this is a celebration of six months of preparation by Sr. Breda, a 
member of the Ursuline  pastoral  team in  Sandyford Parish.   Parents  worked with  Fr.  Eamann to 
arrange a moving liturgy which involved all the young people in what was a well organised day. 
Sr. Breda and Christina Campbell each received bouquets for all their work with preparation and music 
and Fr. Eamann received “ a little card” as a token of appreciation.  

We pray for these young people as they grow in Christian faith and love.  
Jake Brownell, Elana Madden, Jamie Vard, Jack Freeman, Amy Kelly, Sam Windle, Kate Madden, David 
O’Byrne,  Caitlin  O’Callaghan,  Ryan  Duffy,  Elena  McCrory,  Sara  Bradley,  Leah,  O’Riordan,  Eve 
McPhillimy, Sam Redbond 

Tennis Club



The tennis season is in now in full swing with summer league matches in progress and Club nights every 
Tuesday at 8.00pm.  The Club is open for new members - if you are interested in joining please contact 
John Ryan on 087 6815197 or drop up to the Club on a Tuesday evening.

Juniors – a very successful tennis camp was held over Easter.  The next camp is scheduled for the 
week of 13-17 July. Please contact Grainne on 087 9813149 for details.  There will be tennis each 
Wednesday during July and August starting on 1 July.

The annual BBQ will be held on Saturday 25 July. 

Kilternan National School

Sunday June 14, saw the school’s annual Valedictory Service led by Mrs Brislane and the outgoing 
Sixth Class.  Through song, readings and prayer the children shared their feelings of the end of a 
secure and intimate era and the beginning of an excited new one.  We say goodbye to sixteen children 
from Sixth Class and wish them God’s blessing on their new journey.  We also say goodbye to some 
children up through the school, two of whom led prayers on Sunday – Aran Stanley and Stephen May. 
We remember Naoise and Alex Devaney who leave us for a new life in the West and Sol Wynne who is 
moving school. 

As is tradition, the Russell Memorial prize was presented at the Valedictory Service to the child in 
Sixth Class who has made the most effort.  This year Aaron Vard was awarded this honour and we 
were delighted that Mrs Jean Russell could be there to present the prize and book token to a very 
worthy recipient.  Our thanks to the parents of 5th class who provided refreshments in the hall after 
the service. 

It was indeed fitting that a ‘Blessing of Solitude’ was read by Ms Enid Bennett.  T he service too acted 
as her goodbye as she retires after 39 years of teaching service, 32 of which have been in our school. 
Her dedication and commitment has been the foundation upon which our school stands.  She will be 
sorely missed by parents, pupils and staff alike. We wish her a long, happy and healthy retirement and 
hope to continue on her work and example.

All that remains for me to do is to wish everyone a safe and happy summer break.  To those who are 
moving on, we wish you every success.  To those who are joining us, we welcome you and look forward 
to getting to know you.  To those who return, we thank you for your interest and support during the 
year and look forward to you taking part next academic year also.

Grainne

Ode to Rev. Ruth E – A Psalm

In the early summer of the year, as the / weather warms:
And the trees blossom, and the/ flowers bloom
The gates of the Church of Ireland Theological Institute, Braemor Park, Churchtown. / Dublin 14:
Are ceremonially opened- to reveal a brand new batch of fresh - and eager -curates for the /Church 
of Ireland
In days of old these curates were /all male:
And their looks - at least as far as we know in Kilternan - were not regarded as / being important
Now every gender can / be a curate:
And this has opened the path to women, and beauty, and to our own am / azing Ruth



Chorus: Strewth, the truth is, Ruth's a Reverend, or soon is)

In the beginning, on the first day. there was an / indication:
Babe Ruth - no not that one - arrived into a / Rectory family
After 3 score years, less 57, of toil and study under various lecturers and / diverse Principals:
Ruth Elmes has been deemed - not to our surprise - a fitting, and indeed most welcome - addition to 
the ranks of Church of / Ireland clergy

Second part

In these dark days and / straitened times:
It will be a great consolation that she can use her father's collars, and his / collar studs

Chorus

We. in the choir of the Church of Ireland parish of Kilternan, have had /our doubts:
When Ruth found herself beside Lynda there were moments when the essential gravitas - and the 
unsmiling nature of the protestant church - failed totally to be made / manifest.
But Canon Dave and the parish are proud to have brought / forth a clergywoman:
And to have experienced the / power of her teaching.

She spake, and the / thunder did roll:
And Canon Empey did say, in a quite surprised way, that this was indeed com/paratively unusual

Chorus

The Rector, the parish and all / the people:
Wish blessing on the ministry of Ruth - and on her most faithful supporters,  / Jessica and 
Jonathan
May they go forth to the heathen of Stillorgan and /speak the truth:
And bring them to a fine understanding of the superiority of the parish and / people of Kilternan

Chorus

Ruth Elmes

I believe Ruth Elmes is the first parishioner of Kilternan Parish to have offered for training for the 
ordained ministry in the Church of Ireland.  We have known Ruth in the parish over the past sixteen 
years through her involvement in the many facets of parish and school life.  In all of this we rare 
proud of and delighted for her, that she is now ready to take on the next chapter of her life. 
Our thoughts and prayers are with her and her “children” Jessica and Jonathon.
David 

Dear Kilternan Parish,
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for the wonderful send off last Sunday the 7 th on  
the occasion of my ordination and move from the parish.  The lovely glass etching of the church and  
the  huge  bunch  of  flowers  were  fantastic,  and  the  generous  cheque  will  be  very  useful  when  
approaching ministry following three years as a student.  Many, many thanks.

I arrived in the parish 21 years ago, newly widowed, having moved into the area.  I was told by a cleric  
that though I was within Taney parish boundaries that I would find a quiet welcome and a supportive  



congregation.  How right they were.  During my time in Kilternan, I remarried and became a mother to  
Jessica.  Jonathan was born and baptised - (both children benefited hugely from their education in 
the parish school), was widowed again, commenced training for ministry, began my preaching career,  
and now fly the nest. 

I can honestly say that we have as a family utilised the parish to our full ability - school, junior and  
senior choirs, fêtes, vestry, social committees, Sunday school, Tennis club, scouts, guides etc.  It has 
been a major part of our family life and a haven in times of crisis.  Friends and relatives still comment  
on the tea provided by the parish when Garry died, the generosity of Christian spirit when we were so  
distressed is something I will hold very precious as I move into ministry.

I won’t say goodbye, just au revoir.  Thank you very much again for all the support and encouragement.  
Ruth, Jessica and Jonathan Elmes.


